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Quietness, Buck Shrub Rose

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

October 23, 2019
6:30 PM
“Come as a Rose” (or any garden
deco you choose. We are going to
have a wonderful prize for the
winning costume. And just think –
you’ll already have your costume for
any Halloween party you plan for the
following week!
This is our annual official meeting
for the year, and we need your input
to vote on the officers, the new
budget and discuss the rose show
and any other things that come up. If
you are not there, you can’t blame
others for any decisions that are
made, so we hope you will make a
real effort to block out the time next
Wednesday, the 23rd, to join us and
enter into the fun of the costumes.
We also will have a raffle for a gift
certificate to Remedy Restaurant on
the South Hill, a new one for me, but
Andrew gets around more than I.
Should be fun.
This will be the next to the last
meeting for the year, the November
one on the 20th will be a potluck to
close out the year.
There will be punch and snacks for
this meeting, and you will enjoy the
camaraderie of fellow rose lovers,
discussing what worked and what
did not this year.
Rose Ramblings

Andrew Smith, President
Fall time is the perfect time to sit inside by a cozy fire, under a warm
blanket with some hot tea and look back in gratitude at all the things that
bring us joy. And well, this is it. I can’t believe this is my last message as
the Spokane Rose Society’s President… The past two years have
seemed to just fly by when I look backwards retrospectively. I am so
grateful to have had the opportunity to be the President and work with
such a wonderful group of people to create such fun and engaging
presentations and events, and to partake in all of the get-togethers with
all of my friends that all share the same passion in the most passionate
of all plants, Roses.
I want to specifically thank the Board for being so gung-ho, and bringing
beautiful ideas into reality. Each and every one of you has helped me not
just in leading the Rose Society, but also in diving into my deep passion
in Roses. You are all my friends, and family and I feel like we all have
grown throughout the time we’ve spent together. I also want to thank all
the members of the SRS. Without a society, we would have no reason
.
(Cont. on page 2)
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President’s Message (Cont. from page 1)
to enjoy roses, for sharing the enjoyment is truly what makes it so beautiful.
I look forward to continuing as a part of the Board as “The Past President” and relieving Kevin of all of his duties, and I
think you all will be very pleased with the line-up of nominated Board members. Please, I would like to invite you all to
take part in our annual October meeting, where we will not only elect the new leaders of our lovely group, but celebrate
their new roles on the board with a costume party, with lots of snacks and a costume contest! As Anne so eloquently said
at our last meeting, “I don’t want to be the only one showing up making a fool out of myself” so I hope to see you there,
making a fool with Anne and I!
Your SRS President (2018-2019),
Andrew Smith

SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October – this is the one official meeting we have each year. We allow the board to take care of business the rest of the
time to allow for you to just get to enjoy the program without the lengthy readings of minutes, reports, etc. We want our
members to feel their time is well spent coming to the meetings, but we do have to conduct official business at times, such
as election of officers and approval of the budget. So don’t neglect to do your part. Your vote is important, but we need
you to come to the meeting to provide this.
th

th

November – is the one month we deviate from our “4 Wednesday” meetings. Because the 4 Wednesday comes very
close to Thanksgiving, we move the date to earlier in November and have either a potluck or a gathering at a local
restaurant. In recent years people have preferred a potluck, but here again, you can voice your opinion to any of your
officers or board members if you’d rather meet at a restaurant. This closes out our year of roses, so we hope you will take
advantage of as many of these programs as possible. This year our potluck will be on November 20.

PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2020
At the August board meeting the following people were nominated to serve as officers for the coming year.
Nominations:

President – Anne Franks
Vice President – Mick Shauvin
Secretary – Sylvia Shauvin
Treasurer – Lynn Schafer
Board members:
One year:
Bob Willrich
Warren Franks
Two years:
Kathy Whiteside
Michele Opsal

And be assured, if you wish to have your name placed in nomination, we would LOVE to have our newer members take
an active part in the workings of our club. It isn’t that much work, and it is a good way to find out more about Spokane
Rose Society, our history, our various involvements, and you can have more input into how we educate others in our
passion. Please consider your involvement, either this year or in the future.
Rose Ramblings
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Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian
Brrrr! The last few days have been brutal, haven’t they? First we got the chill, followed by the snow that hit the Spokane
area with all the trees still fully clothed in the brilliant colors of fall, and we can only wonder what’s next! Just so you won’t
feel too bad, on October 2 when it was in the upper 30s in Spokane I recorded 21.2 degrees at my house. It sure did tell
all the garden that the season was over. That’s a bit chilly for early October, believe me! But we can rest assured we are
coming into what Rich Baer calls the “non-rose season.”
If you have grafted roses, you need to be sure the bud graft is well insulated from the coming winter weather, either by
hilling with compost or other dense medium or having planted the bush with the graft well below ground level. If the bud
graft freezes, you get the favorite of Spokane, the red rose you see every spring, which is the ‘Dr. Huey’ rootstock on
which the rose was grafted. It is a lovely color, but it is NOT what you wanted, and it only blooms in the spring and sends
out long canes that are VERY thorny.
I like using compost, as it can be spread over the beds in the spring and after a time the grafts are covered to the point
you don’t need to hill them anymore. It also improves the soil while you are doing it. Maple leaves tend to gum up in the
wet weather, so they really aren’t a good choice unless you shred them. There are better choices. Pine needles can be
used if you don’t live in a colder area or where you have a lot of wind. I have had no experience with them as I don’t have
pine trees near my home, but others feel they do just fine. Personally, over the years I have become a much lazier
gardener, going for the easiest method of winterizing. Early on, probably due to the fact that I listened carefully to every
method of saving my roses, I made newspaper collars and filled them with soil from a nearby field. That involved a lot of
work, believe me, and I never heard a thank you from my roses. I do admit, however, that the dog we had at the time
enjoyed ripping off some of the collars in the night. He probably thought they were goblins out there and had to attack!
If your roses grew quite tall, as some of mine did this year, you should cut them back to three feet or less to keep them
from whipping around and loosening the soil around the roots or, if we experience another wild month like we had this
year in February, having the snowdrifts actually break over the long canes. It is amazing how heavy that snow is. You are
going to have to prune in the spring anyway, so you are not losing any good growth by trimming them down. I don’t
recommend cutting them way down to where you want them in the spring, however, as you will be cutting back more as a
result of the freezing weather making more dieback.
Be sure your plants are well watered until the fall rains begin (hopefully that will happen instead of snow!) No perennials
like going into winter dry, and some of us didn’t get the heavy rain that went through recently. Keeping them hydrated will
keep the rose bushes healthy, more likely to survive anything the weather sends us. Then, before it’s too late, be sure to
blow out the sprinkler systems so you don’t have to replace things next spring. I love having the automatic system, as it
sure makes the roses happy, but there is the work involved each fall. Of course if you don’t have the equipment, there are
people who hire out to do just that.
Be sure to bring any chemicals or other cold-sensitive things in to a protected place. I always have to remember to take
the battery out of my sprayer because the sprayer is stored in an unheated garage. These are things rosarians in warmer
climes don’t have to manage, but this is what we put up with to enjoy the four seasons. I guess I haven’t gotten to the
point that I want to flee south in the winter, since I really don’t need to get out in bad weather, I have a warm home and
enough food stored that I could probably live happily here for quite a few months without suffering.
If you are fortunate enough to have roses near the house that have escaped any cold weather, go ahead and cut those
blooms and enjoy them in the house as long as you can. It will be a while before we are once again blessed with the
spring bloom, so there is something to be said about “making hay while the sun shines.” Your roses, like any other plant,
will figure out when to settle in for the winter regardless of how many blooms you cut all through the fall. Even if they try to
begin new growth below where you cut the bloom, when the temperatures cool enough to bring a hard frost it will just
freeze that new growth but won’t do anything to hurt your rose bush. We may think we are in control, but believe me, we
have little to do with how plants respond to freezing weather.
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I just read this in the latest Portland newsletter, and it was too good not to publish. Dennis Konsmo has, at least in my
opinion, been one of the most humble of rose exhibitors. He has given freely of his time to help others, never kept his
secrets of how he has been such an outstanding winner, and now he has moved into hybridizing with the zest with which
he showed roses in the past and continues to some degree today. Even if you are one of the vast majority of our
members who has never brought a rose to a rose show, you have to appreciate the form and beauty of a rose, and the
one pictured in this article written by Rich and Charold Baer in the Portland Rose Chatter has it all.

A DREAM COMES PARTIALLY TRUE PART II
For a many years Dennis Konsmo held the title of the best rose exhibitor in the
northwest. His reputation would have spread across the nation if he had sought out
national shows to exhibit in, but he chose not to do that. Instead, he chose to exhibit in
a more local forum.
During this time however, there were three different national shows held in the Pacific
Northwest in which he did participate. In these national shows there is an entry called
the Nicholson Bowl, which consists of nine different roses in nine vases, each of which
needs to be of queen of the show quality to win this competition. He won this prize in
each of these shows.
He could have gone on and continued to dominate the northwest exhibition scene but
opted to follow another path. He, for the most part, gave up exhibiting roses to become
a rose hybridizer, with the end goal being that he could win one more Nicholson Bowl
with roses that he hybridized. This was a number
of years ago and he has been hard at work
Sweet Tweet, Mini Rose Queen at
creating beautiful new roses since. During this
Portland Fall Show
time we see him occasionally at rose shows,
generally with one or more of his new miniflora rose creations. We grow a number of
them because they are great miniflora roses, including: Step Up, Movin Up, Garden
Gold, Bobbi Sox and the latest is Sweet Merilyn, a beautiful mauve rose named for
his wife. He also has produced a number of miniature roses as well.
For the fall show he entered several of his new roses into the competition. Again his
rose finished at the top of the competition winning the miniature queen of the show.
The rose was given the name “Sweet Tweet” and is a very pretty orange and yelloworange bicolor miniature.
Bobbi Sox, MiniFlora

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Now…(drum roll please) it is a great honor for me to say I know the latest recipient of the Gold Honor Medal, the
American Rose Society’s highest honor – RICH BAER! I can’t imagine anyone more deserving (don’t let your head swell,
Rich) because Rich has done so much for others in the world of roses. I served on the Prizes and Awards Committee for
the ARS in the past, and I know how strict the criteria is for this award and I know several of the past recipients, so I can
verify what is required. My only regret is I was no longer on the committee when the vote was taken – you would have
had mine, Rich!
Rich has freely given of his time growing roses in the Baer’s driveway and then hauling them to the District conference to
be raffled off. Along with Charold he has written and published the Portland Rose Chatter for many years. His garden is
always open for viewing on tours, he is a horticulture judge as well as an arrangements judge, consulting rosarian – that
one is obvious – he travels to give rose talks and always provides presentations at the fall conference on new roses. He
has come here for a talk. He was the featured photographer for the ARS calendar for many years and now produces one
with his award-winning roses. He did the photographs for several nursery catalogs in years past before catalogs went to
the Internet. And many of you purchased the stamp featuring the ‘Peace’ rose photographed by Rich. I’m sure Charold
could give you a long list of his other accomplishments, but he is just a super nice guy on top of it all.
Charold herself is an accomplished person. While Rich found out about his award in May, on her birthday in July Rich
handed her a letter (trying to avoid buying a gift??) and it was from Ohio State University saying “Dear Dr. Baer:
Congratulations! You have been selected to receive the Mildred E. Newton Distinguished Educator Award given by The
Ohio State University College of Nursing Alumni Society. This award honors an OSU College of Nursing graduate who
has served, or is currently serving, as an educator or dean of a nationally accredited college/school of nursing. The
Rose Ramblings

4

October, 2019

Awardee's personal integrity, leadership, commitment to nursing education, and advancement of nursing science has
contributed significantly to the advancement of the Nursing profession and the preparation of the next generation of
nurses.” I always say, if you can’t be really smart, know really smart people, and these are the best. Congratulations, both
of you!

In Memoriam
How many of you grow…or have grown…’Typhoo Tea,’ ‘Electron,’ ‘Dublin Bay,’ Olympiad,’ ‘Oranges and Lemons,’
‘Octoberfest,’ ‘Reba McEntire’? I would bet there would be a large number of you who have grown at least one of these
excellent roses.
On August 25, the rose world said goodbye to another outstanding hybridizer, Sam McGredy IV. Throughout his years he
hybridized countless wonderful roses that have stood the test of time. He had several “hand painted” roses, too, ‘Matangi’
being one I had for a number of years, and ‘Priscilla Burton,’ a gorgeous floribunda. He attended the 1986 national ARS
rose convention in Seattle. As a newbie to the scene I felt privileged to even stand in the presence of Sam and his wife
Jillian as well as other great hybridizers through time.
According to a story, when Sam retired in 2007 he closed the nursery and burned all the roses. However, we still have
many for which to remember this remarkable individual.

Mary, Mary NOT contrary…How did your garden grow?
Good rose growers learn from other rose growers. That is why we have the Spokane Rose Society, as well as the
American Rose Society and all of its districts. That is what I truly enjoy about the fall conference in Vancouver, where we
can get together and discuss roses and all things related, visit with rose friends from other areas and just enjoy the
camaraderie.
At our October meeting, bring your questions, your success stories, the things you wish to change, issues you may have
had this year, and let’s see if we can pick each other’s brains to look forward to next year’s roses. Come and join the
interaction.
He splashed orange in the sunrise
and cast the sky in blue.
And if you love to see geese as they gather,
chances are you’ll see that too.
And what about uniqueness
In the roses every day?
Could not He have made them all the same,
No change from day to day?
Did he have to make the squirrel’s tail furry?
Was he obliged to make the birds sing?
And the funny way that chickens scurry
or the majesty of thunder when it rings?
Why give a flower fragrance? Why give food its taste?
Could it be he loves to see that look upon your face?
(Original poetry by Max Lucado…and me)
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2019
Andrew Smith, President
315 E 22nd Ave, Apt A, Spokane 99203, phone 2167717
Vice President, Bob Willrich
111 N Walnut Rd, Spokane Valley WA 99206,
phone 994-4217
Mick Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Stanley Kyllo (1-yr)
Anne Franks (1-yr)
Past President, Kevin Brownlee
Greg Mee, Webmaster
Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968,
carol@northlandrosarium.com
Pat Vacha, phone 534-4901, epvacha@comcast.net
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on
the fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00
p.m. at the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in
Spokane, Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program
each month and refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are
always welcome. Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you
can check out. Workshops may be held at pre-announced times
throughout the year on meeting nights.
DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a
year. For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is
$15 per year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
to Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.
If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a
trial four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of
Roses and You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at
merchant partners, and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a
lot. This is an $86 value for $10.

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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