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Bees Knees, Mini

THIS MONTH
2020 CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Well, how’s this for a nifty “Calendar of
Events”? Certainly it will be a year to
remember, long after I’m gone, for sure!
Last month we tried the visit to
Rosarium Garden Center at Carol’s
place, and while there were only about
seven of us total, we had an enjoyable
time with cookies and soft drinks while
we discussed everything from
grandchildren to roses.
Carol’s garden looked fabulous, as
usual, and if you have time, they will be
open until October 3. If you have roses
to order, it is still the familiar website,
northlandrosarium.com. it is hard to get
used to the separate entities after all
these years, but old dogs CAN be
taught new tricks. It just takes longer!
Because the September program was
to be winemaking…with roses, you
KNOW that isn’t going to happen, so
you will have to put up with what you
get out of this newsletter for another
month probably until next year, if we
are fortunate to once again meet, even
socially distanced if necessary.
Stay safe, stay healthy, and don’t let
this virus affect you emotionally.
There’s nothing you can do about it
anyway!

Rose Ramblings

This month looks just like last month, come to think of it, except you
missed an enjoyable experience at the Rosarium Garden Center. If
you recall, I mentioned there would be a special prize for those in
attendance, and because you weren’t there…if you were not…you
missed out on the very special rose masks I had made. To be honest,
I found the little metal pieces to insert into the mask which pinches the
nose part so your glasses don’t fog up (for those who wear glasses)
and when I find them again - don’t you just hate it when you put
something where you KNOW you will remember…and then forget?
Anyway, I got 100 of them from Amazon and they are somewhere in
the house, unless by accident the tiny little bag got thrown into the
trash. I don’t believe I want to think about needing 10 more masks, so
they will be in my possession for the present.
Actually, the masks came about as a result of my judging at the only
rose show in the United States, that being in Missoula. A Las Vegas
judge was there and had this beautiful rose mask, so I asked her
about it. It was a fabric she ordered, so of course I found out where
she got it, ordered a yard, and made the standard masks. It is a digital
image rather than some artist’s rendition of a rose, and I thought it
very stunning; hence, my efforts.
I guess if you wish to make rose wine, you will have to do that in your
own home.
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President’s Message
Anne Franks

A note from Annie….
Everything seems so uncertain to me right now. Actually, I wish I had
some kind of crystal ball that could tell me what October might have in
store for us. So much can happen between when I write this note and
when I write the next one. We are living through profoundly trying and
changing times. And yet, I do find comfort in the things that I am
creating new and hopefully making better. You know, like creating new
routines, reorganizing some things long ignored around my home, spending more
time in the kitchen, completing my new cookbook (Annie’s Southern Family Favorites)
and basically concentrating on the things that I can do, not the things that I can’t.
This year has undoubtedly dealt us a different and unusual hand, but the positive
side is that WE get to decide how to play it.
Those people who live in the ‘fire areas’ don’t really have that choice. Especially those
who have had to evacuate their homes and businesses. True, those of us here in
Spokane, even though not in immediate fire danger, have had to deal with the
horrendous smoke. The state of Washington was one of the two worst states in the
world a few days ago when it came to the smoke index. This made me wonder how
this smoke might affect our roses. After some research, I discovered that there are
some scientists who believe that plants actually love a good fire because of all of the
added Co2 in the air. The studies that I found show that wood smoke doesn’t have
any negative impact on our roses and other plants. There isn’t anything we can do
about it anyway. Just keep them watered and happy like you usually do and they will
be fine.
Lastly, let me say that one of the most positive aspects of this year for me has been
observing the resourceful and ingenious ways we have all managed to keep our spirits
up. Most of you have thumbed your nose at the virus and it is my grandest hope that
we will come out of this season better than if we hadn’t experienced it at all. Be safe,
keep your spirits up and stay well.
Annie

Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian
It’s hard to believe with all the virus complications and limitations on when and where people can go, the number of
businesses closed, some permanently, that the year has sped by and now we are looking at the last of our roses for
another year. It was a cool, wet spring, and we were wondering if we were ever going to get time to get everything done,
but somehow it happened. The roses provided a display like we don’t always see. I wasn’t bothered by insects in the
roses, but that’s not to say others were that fortunate. I may have complained about the common stinkbug that ruined my
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tomatoes a couple years ago. Well, the next year they were nonexistent. This year they have caused a little damage, but
since I have no need to can any more, they can eat their fill, as tomatoes are “coming out my ears” right now. Hubby does
not eat sliced tomatoes, and I can only eat so many that way, in BLTs and other things, which leaves me with a LOT of
tomatoes.
Just as an aside for those of you who don’t live in a rural area where wheat is grown, the crops were unbelievable this
year. An average yield in the Palouse would be 80 to 90 bushel per acre. This year is was 116 bushel per acre on the
ground we own but rent out. Spring wheat (planted in the spring, not fall) produced as much as the normal fall wheat,
which is also unheard of. It all has to be with the fact that there was no harsh winter and a
nice wet spring. That may have helped our roses as well.
Back to roses, however, it has been a long dry spell, and without automatic watering
systems you were required to water regularly and deeply to keep your roses happy. So
which ones are your favorites this year? I well remember when I was the District chair for
Roses in Review, and they always selected the “Member’s Choice.” Well, one year the
choice was ‘Bees Knees.” The problem was it was taken off the market because they didn’t
think it would sell. When it was the chosen one, they quickly rethought their decision. I
don’t know how many of you have that rose. I might have gotten it as a member of the
committee or just because of the name, but it certainly isn’t fitting of the name. It is a taller
mini, not like ‘Whimsy,’ but taller, and it is continually in bloom It is a yellow blend with nice
form, a Keith Zary rose, and it has to be one of my favorites, because it is always in bloom
and disease free. When I planted it originally, because I didn’t have room in my mini area, I
put it more in the back of the rose bed. Well, after watching it blooming its head off for
several years I felt it had earned its place up front. I moved both ‘bees Knees’ and ‘Gizmo’
at the same time, both being in the back. ‘Gizmo’ is definitely alive and growing, but I don’t
think ‘Bees Knees’ even missed a beat. As you can see here with two blooms on top of this
plant, it is still proving itself.
As far as large roses, I’d hate to make a choice. ‘Let Freedom Ring’ always gives me lovely roses with good form.
‘Quietness’ is a Buck rose but it is about 5 to 5 1/2 feet tall and always in bloom. The rose is also fragrant, another plus. I
really liked the form of ‘Ring of Fire’ in the Missoula show, even though it wanted to look at you more than looking up.
Maybe it was the year. Anyway, it is a stunner. Honestly, if I were not nearing 80 I might be more inclined to add more of
these new ones to my garden, and after I spend a few hours on my knees in the rose garden I realize I CAN do this, but
how many more years, one never knows. Still, the fever is still there to get one more fantastic hybrid tea, so I guess I’m
not done yet! I try to judge by color, as some colors are not as hardy. I tried a couple times with ‘Just Joey,’ as it is just a
beautiful ‘happy’ rose, but even in helpmeCind.com it is listed as 7b to 10 zone, which tells me that my 5b won’t cut it. This is
one reason I haven’t tried growing ‘Marilyn Monroe’ which is rated for 6b zone. I would recommend looking at this website
when considering a rose. I don’t like putting all that work into digging the hole, preparing the soil, nurturing the rose all
summer and then lose it to winter.
What should I be doing right now? Keep watering those roses! I’m hoping the smoke will be cleared by substantial
rainfall, but it doesn’t sound like it will happen this week, Make sure the soil is moistened DEEP. When it freezes, and it
will happen, dry soil is a good recipe for frozen roots. Then, if the rose is a grafted rose, you might end up with a lovely,
thorny red rose that blooms only in the spring. Spokane is known for those lovely red blooms, but that is actually the ‘Dr.
Huey’ rootstock that had a viable bud on the rootstock that lived through the winter.
Fertilizer? The roses don’t need any more food. As the days shorten and sunlight is less (I’m not sure how all this smoke
affects that) and in our climate the vegetation knows their sabbatical is coming. They are presenting you with this one final
flush of blooms. At this point you can do one of several things: You can deadhead as the blooms
as they fade to keep the bush and the beds tidy; you can strip the petals to avoid disease and let
hips form, although not all roses form hips readily; or you can continue to cut those blooms and
enjoy them in your home or to share with friends and family. The old idea that cutting the blooms
at this time of the year will shock the rose when it freezes, causing you to possibly lose the bush.
As we experience the hard freeze if you have grafted roses, you need to protect the graft, which
is that knob at the base of your plant. You may have already planted it with the graft being several
inches below ground level. I know Stanek’s used to recommend that, because they knew there
were people who would not remember to hill their roses, and it was not economical for them to
have to replace roses each year because of that neglect. Back when I came into the rose
society, we were always told to plant roses with the graft at or above ground level so the sun
could shine on it. I’m not sure that it makes any difference, because those planted several
inches below seem to do just fine, too. But we were also told to hill our roses with 8 to 12
inches of mulch. Well, we were also told many other things we have found not necessarily
needed. I go back to the third word in this heading: experience. That is the best thing. KNOW
your roses!
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I must admit I have copied from other newsletters without getting permission, and I hope everyone who had this happen
will forgive me. Problem is, I get up against a timeline and see something fantastic and don’t have TIME to get permission.
I will try to do better in the future, either by just “quoting” a few things or trying to think
ahead.
Such is the case with this newsletter. I always enjoy reading Rich Baer’s column in Rose
Chatter. Besides the example of Dr. Huey growing below the graft you see on the
previous page, Rich doesn’t just grow roses. He has a fish pond (covered over to protect
the fish from the predators) and in his column in the August issue of the newsletter he
tells that he has now branched out into encouraging the breeding of native frogs.
Through this I learned that only the male frogs croak (that of course is the sound, not the
ceasing of life!) and that must be why I hear them this time of year when I am sitting on
the deck in the evening. We have had them in our basement, too, but how they get there
is a mystery to me. And I have a funny story about that as well as a sad one. First, one
evening after coming home from a rose meeting I walked into the bathroom, and this is
what I saw. Yes, somehow this frog made it all the way up the stairs, through the kitchen,
living room and hallway and up on TOP of the toilet! Of course I gently picked him up (or
her as the frog made no sound), and took it back to the basement. They really are cute little guys and I even saw one
think he was heading into the living room to watch TV. That didn’t work either.
The sad story is one in which I will leave out details, but there was actually a female who gave birth to a
tadpole who survived somewhere (I always left a dish of water for them) and he grew into a baby frog.
As I said, I won’t tell you the gory details, except don’t EVER walk down into the basement in the dark
(because you know your way around!) and walk into the office without turning on the light because you
KNOW what you want to pick up. Believe me, I nearly cried over him as I held him while he took his last
breaths. I’m not sure they do that, but I have never walked down into the basement in the dark again.
The photo is the frog next to my computer mouse (before he ‘bit the dust’), so you can see how little he
was.
Pacific tree frogs are actually the loudest of the tree frogs. We in the Pacific Northwest like to make a bold statement,
right? Anyway, I love to listen to them in the evenings. They seem to exist very well in our climate and obviously
reproduce. All they need is some water for their tadpoles. They will take care of the rest.

I don’t know how many of you are like I am and Christmas doesn’t seem like Christmas unless I watch “The Sound of Music.”
And Julie Andrews’ version is by far the best (that’s my opinion!). Well, I see that Edmunds Roses has the ‘Julie Andrews’ rose
listed, and while it may not be a great show rose (some of the photos are super, others less than) I think I will Cind room for one
of those in my garden. It was bred by Delbard in France in 2004, introduced in 2011 in France and just this year in the US. It is
said to have a strong anise, rose fragrance, up to 30 petals and blooms in Clushes throughout the season.
Back to my original thought, in the September issue of Rose Petals, Seattle’s newsletter, edited by Caroline Fredette, she had a
“Rosy Thought for the Month.” a quote by Julie Andrews (1935 -present). Julie says, “I love to prune my roses. That’s the one
thing I really feel I do pretty well. Other thingsI usually, because I travel so much, leave to my gardeners who know what I love.
But I do love to prune them, because you forget everything else. It’s like if you’re a painter, you can forget everything else while
you’re doing it.”
Well, Julie, I think you are a remarkable actress as well.
Rose Ramblings
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And here is an article by Norma Boswell, June 20, 2020. She is my good friend and Master Rosarian from the Tri-cities,
and with this COVID-19 virus she has kept pretty much to home, so she has not wasted her time. You may recall the
article she did on Fighting Viruses. Well, you are now going to learn about bats, a mammal that some people fear, but
after you read this it may change your mind.
GOING BATTY
I’m not going batty from staying home, washing my hands, social distancing, or wearing a mask. I’m going batty
because of a very exciting discovery about bats.
“Bats?!" you say with a grimace. “Aren’t they the villains that gave us COVID-19?”
No, they are not! Bats may not be angels, but their little bodies possess an amazing property that can, we hope,
rescue us and allow us to resume our social lives in reasonable safety…especially rose meetings, rose shows and rose
visits to people who want our help in growing better roses. What is their precious property?
Well, listen up. Bats have natural antibodies to human coronaviruses! Scientists around the world are
studying bat blood, scrambling to find its secret(s) and duplicate them. If they succeed, mankind will be gifted with a
vaccine that has the ability to wipe out the world’s COVID-19 pandemic!
WHILE WE WAIT
Rest assured by the fact that none of the 47 species of bats in our National Park System carry SARS-CoV-2, the
novel coronavirus that causes the disease COVID-19. Horseshoe bats in China carry coronaviruses that are genetically
similar to SARS-CoV-2 but, to date, this exact virus has not been found in other bats or other wild animals. Horseshoe
bats are “Old World” bats and are very different from the species of bats that live in North America. Based on current
knowledge, the SARS-CoV-2 virus likely passed through another animal and mutated before it jumped to humans. Experts
think this transfer likely occurred in a wildlife market, or wet market, in China where lots of different wildlife and humans
are in close contact, making it easier for animals and humans to share viruses.
Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that commonly occur in people, other mammals, and birds. Rarely,
animal coronaviruses can infect people and then spread between people. The CDC (Center for Disease Control) has upto-date information about the COVID-19 world-wide pandemic.
FACTS ABOUT BATS (More facts on NPS.gov)
More than 1,300 species of bats live on our planet, making up 20% of all mammal species. Bats are the only
mammals that truly fly. They belong to the order Chiroptera, which means “hand wing.” Bat wings are like human arms
with extremely long webbed fingers. Their unique wings have inspired drone designs.
Some bats pollinate plants as they drink nectar from tubular flowers such as agave, which we can use to make
tequila. Fruit eating bats spread seeds.
Certain varieties of bats can find and feed on mosquitoes high above the earth’s surface. By controlling the aerial
insect population near their caves, these special bats protect humans living in that area from mosquito-borne viruses. Bats
help agriculture by consuming many, many insects every night.
Bats can see just fine in daylight, up to three times as well as we can see. In the darkness of night they navigate
by echolocation. They produce sound waves at frequencies above human hearing, called ultrasound. They communicate
with one another both while resting and while hunting. When a bat detects an insect it wants to eat, a rapid series of calls
pinpoints the exact location of its aerial prey. Some bats do backflips in mid-flight while catching insects.
Bats can live up to 35 years. They give birth to only 1-2 babies (“pups”) a year.
Don’t worry about vampire bats unless you travel in South America; they prefer the blood of large animals like
cows but will occasionally bite a human and (rarely) cause rabies. Fatality from rabies is 100% preventable when treated
immediately.
Our National Parks bats are particular about selecting their homes. Some bats choose certain caves for raising
their young, and other caves for hibernacula, winter hibernation. Other bats avoid caves entirely and opt for protected
locations in trees and rocks outside.
Bats are consumed by larger animals like hawks, owls and falcons. Millions of cave-dwelling bats are being wiped
out by white nose syndrome, a fatal disease caused by a fungus. Human cave explorers must be careful not to spread
this fungus.
Bats are very special mammals that deserve our respect and protection as we continue to research what they can
do for us.
Rose Ramblings
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2020
Anne Franks, President
1112 W Lincoln Blvd, Spokane, WA 99224, phone 509-981-5619
Vice President, Kevin Brownlee
2828 W Sharp Ave, Spokane WA 99201, phone 509-328-2720
Sylvia Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Cecelia Zwick (1-yr)
Warren Franks (1-yr)
Kathy Whiteside (2 yr)
Michele Opsal (2 yr)

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on
the fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00
p.m. at the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in
Spokane, Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program
each month and refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are
always welcome. Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you
can check out. Workshops may be held at pre-announced times throughout
the year on meeting nights.
DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a
year. For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is $15
per year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
to Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times
a year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Past President, Andrew Smith
Greg Mee, Webmaster
Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968, carol@northlandrosarium.com
Anne Franks, phone 509-981-5619, awfranks06@gmail.com
Pat Vacha, phone 534-4901, epvacha@comcast.net
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a trial
four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of Roses and
You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at merchant
partners, and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a lot. This is
an $86 value for $10.

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com

Rose Ramblings

6

September, 2020

