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Bull’s Eye, Shrub

SUMMER SCHEDULE

Rose Logic

Once again we are having no
meeting, virtual or otherwise, no
rose tours scheduled, and now the
increase in Covid cases may change
our plans even further.
I would suggest this month you take
time to just enjoy your roses. If yours
look like mine, they are beginning to
start the second lush. I am just
wondering if we are a month ahead
of schedule, as we had the extreme
temperatures in late June and July,
the increase in wild ires ahead of the
norm, and now we are seeing the
second lush when mine normally get
serious about it in September.
Whatever you do, take time to enjoy
your roses, as all too soon you will be
looking out the windows at the
storms raging, and we will be
wishing for spring.
Rose catalogs are nearly a thing of
the past, but as people get more used
to going to the computer to ind
things, you can search for rose
nurseries or just roses in general and
you can ind what you want.
The most familiar source for us in to
go to the Rosarium Garden Center
which most of us still call Northland
Rosarium and wander through their
nursery and gardens to see a good
selection of roses and other plants,
rosariumgardencenter.com.
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This is the time when we get so busy with other things from work to
vacations to kids going back to school shortly that it is easy to let the roses
take a “back seat,” and that’s when things can go wrong. If they don’t receive
the proper water, they will be stressed, and that is just when the spider mites
take advantage…and take hold.
Like humans, roses like a bath, getting the undersides of their leaves
cleaned off, and even the tops. With all the drought we are experiencing,
there seems to be dust everywhere, and a shower in the morning hours
allows the plants to dry off thoroughly before evening and also before any
extreme temperatures could burn the leaves where water droplets remain.
I can’t emphasize enough the need to WATER, WATER, WATER. I know we
are blessed with a good water source and many other places around the
country are telling people to conserve and only water on limited days and for
certain amounts. Even here I have heard of wells dropping in water levels,
so it could be a problem for those people if we don’t get (cont. on page 2)
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ROSE LOGIC (Cont. from page 1)
our much-needed rains this fall. All you need to do is look at the weather maps and see how much of the western part of
the United States is being hit with the extremes of drought and heat to know we are not alone!
Spider mites are not to be ignored. If you have an infestation of them, they will defoliate the plant quickly.
Look for dull-looking leaves, leaves that have lost their shiny look. Then turn the leaf over and you will
see fine webbing. A check with a hand-held microscope will make your skin crawl as you see these little
two-spotted critters enjoying sucking the life out of the leaf. I found Grower's Edge Illuminated
Microscope, 60x - 100x on Amazon at $19 plus tax and shipping which looks similar to the one I used to
recommend at Radio Shack, but their stores are no longer available here, and a search of their website
brought up nothing like what I have. Anyway, if you want to get a close-up of these nasty critters, the
Grower’s Edge product might be something you would like to check.
Back to the problem, though. You don’t want to just let nature take its course with spider mites. The
leaves are the food factories for your roses, and going into winter in a “hungry” state is NOT a good idea. Keep your roses
healthy, and in this case you have a choice of using a water wand every two or three days, spraying with a strong fine
spray up under the leaves to wash off what you can, or using a miticide. Some of the systemic fertilizers claim to be
effective, but unless they have a specific miticide, not just an insecticide, they won’t do the job. I have read that a solution
of equal parts of rubbing alcohol and water will kill the mites without harming your roses. I have not tried that, but again, I
have not seen spider mites in several years, probably because I have not used products such as Sevin that kill the
beneficial insects. I know it is not my eyesight that is the problem, as I definitely would see leaves drying up. One other
organic solution I saw was ti make a spider mite spray by mixing 1/4 cup vinegar, 1 tablespoon baking soda and a few
drops of liquid dish soap in 1 quart (1 l) of lukewarm water. Spray wherever you see evidence of spider mite activity
until they are completely gone. Again, I have not needed to try this, so I have no idea how effective it is.
I might add a warning here: If you decide to purchase a specific miticide product, not a
combination chemical, they run over $100 on one of my trusted sites, rosemania.com so if
you have a small garden this would be a last resort, as the miticide is in a quantity more
than you will ever need. It is best to try the water spray method or a water wand. You don’t
want to waste your time with the shower head type of water wand, as the spider mites may
just sit there and laugh at you as they take a bath! Again, check “high pressure water
wands” on the Internet, and look for the kind that has a flexible end so you can turn it
upward, under the leaves. They again are around $20, so it isn’t a huge expenditure.
Whatever you do, don’t ignore the problem, as the spider mites multiply at alarming rates.
They seem to enjoy miniature roses, but I think it is because they are close to the ground
and easy to navigate.
Fertilizer in the Spokane area, was applied for the last time in mid-July, but that was only regarding the granular types. If
you see your roses need a perk-me-up you might want to make some alfalfa tea for them: To make alfalfa tea, put about
eight to ten cups of alfalfa meal or pellets into a 30 gallon plastic garbage can, almost fill the can with water, cover and let
bake in the sun for three to five days. You can add a tablespoon of instant fertilizer such as Miracle-gro, stirring it in well
(there are 16 tablespoons in a cup if that helps in your measuring, so 1 1/2 cups of Miracle-gro will work) and apply a
gallon of this to each large rose or about half that for the miniatures. Alfalfa contains a growth hormone called triacontanol
and is recommended as a spring tonic to make the roses more robust and healthy.
Having said all these things, I want to add that roses are not the fussy, fragile plants some would like to portray. They are
shrubs, and if you want boring, just plant some evergreen shrubs around your yard, but they will give you no more color
than the greens and yellows. They also like water, and they harbor other insects. Yes, you can have a yard service come
to spray your evergreens and lawn during the summer months, but there is still that lack of color and often fragrance to
make you want to spend time outside enjoying your garden. If you have grown roses for a number of years, you know
what I mean. My own home garden has around 200 rose residents of all types, sizes and colors. Every spring I can’t say I
look forward to pruning all of them, but as I get into it I find my body is more limber, so at 80, as long as I can prune my
own roses I intend to continue on. This past spring brought on a more brilliant display than I believe I have ever seen…
that is until we got the 100+ temps the end of June, and that brought a sudden end to the display. But again, roses are
resilient and now they are giving me the last hurrah before - dare I use the foul word - winter!
Enjoy the roses! They are not finished showing off their beauty for some time yet this year.
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Mapping your Garden
I don’t know about you, but the older I get, the shorter my memory gets! I used to go through my garden and could name
every rose, the type and color. Well, I can still remember the color and most of the types, but the names sure want to
elude me. The way I keep track without having to buy an incredible number of name stakes is by keeping a spreadsheet.
It really isn’t too difficult, and I also color code each year’s new entries so I can see all the ones for that year. I put in the
year I planted them, too. I wish I had started that little thing when I first developed the spreadsheet, but I do it now. That
way, when I have visitors and they ask me the name of the rose, I know I can find the answer even if it doesn’t come to
my mind.
The way I did this was to have lines for each of the rose beds. Then I have the roses that grow along the deck, roses that
are along the front of the house, and even the clematis that grows among a number of them. And speaking of clematis,
two of my favorites actually grow on a support I bought at Northland. I had seen Rouguchi on a garden tour and found out
the name. It is a bell-shaped clematis, and I thought this innocent-looking Sweet Summer Love would be very compatible
on the other side of the support. Well, it took nailing the support to
the side of the house to support the resulting Sweet Summer Love,
but the two clematis look very nice together, and I have learned
that you need to really cut back Sweet Summer Love in the spring
to keep it somewhat in check!
Whatever method you use, if you like to know the names of your
roses, which I do, this is a foolproof way to identify your roses. If
you are worried about your computer losing the map, print it out
and that will keep it at your fingertips. And if you are one of the
fewer and fewer people who don’t use computers, you can always
make your own handwritten spreadsheet which will do the same
thing for you. The only disadvantage to that is when you replace
roses you end up with a messy page, where I just hit ‘delete’ and
put the new rose in its place with all the information on year
planted, name of the rose and type.

I have said many times how much I appreciate Rich Baer and his knowledge, not to mention his willingness to share and
teach others freely. This time I saw his incredible detail on ladybeetles and their young, and I thought you might like to see
some of his photography which goes way beyond his photography of roses for the calendar I get each year.
Rich calls them Garden Gladiators, and while the adults may not be as hungry and
their young, the larva take care of the aphids which plague us during the warmer
weather. (I think the 100+ heat may have fried a good number of them!) My husband
has seen “piles” of ladybeetles as they winter over in protection on the mountain. I
guess they share body heat that way (do they have body heat?) Anyway, when spring
comes, they leave their ‘pile’ and move to where food is and prepare to lay their eggs
for the next generation. The picture on the right is of
the eggs on the undersides of leaves, so if you see
them, DON’T squish them or spray them. Those are
the ‘next generation.’ Then when they hatch they will
be mostly black, but the picture on the left is of a
mature larva, and as you see, he is heading right for
the unsuspecting aphids. The larva can eat a lot of
aphids, so they are definitely the “good bugs.” They also shed their skins between
stages, so if you are very observant you will see little white skins they have left behind.
Rich says the larva devour between 350 and 400 aphids each. So looking at those eggs
on the leaf on the right, you see a good number of aphids ‘biting the dust.’ And because
ladybeetles go where the food is, they will not stay in your garden if you buy a supply
and turn them loose early in the spring before there is food. I have heard that 7-up
poured over them will make their wings sticky so they can’t leave, but the best thing is
have food available, and they will do their thing.
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(Rich Baer continues)
The new adults are usually yellow in color and their bodies are soft. Soon after hatching the
ladybeetle body firms up. The shell becomes hard and the bright colors we associate with
ladybeetles appear. Their Bright coloring may be an example of aposematosis, in which the
bright colors warn predators of toxicity and/or bad taste. Also, female adults can reflex bleed
from leg joints. The blood (hemolymph) has a repulsive smell that can fend off predators such as
small birds and lizards.
We have a lot of different colored lady bugs in our area and you should be on the lookout for
various ones in your garden just for your enjoyment of nature. My favorite is
the one pictured to the right which is called the twice stabbed ladybeetle.
Although not an actual ladybeetle, it is closely related and has the same life
style. It is a garden predator with an affinity for aphids and other small insects including scale insects.
It however, is an insect that brings back some interesting memories. When I worked at Edmunds
Roses, I usually got to deal with customers who wanted to know about certain insects. Their
description of the insect of the day usually began with, they look like an alien. Since I have never
seen an alien, that never helped much. However, the only insect that I was ever sure of a positive
identification was one described as a small black insect with two red spots. I was sure I knew what
the lady had. After we talked for awhile, she said it really did not matter what the insect was, because
she had sprayed them with Orthene and it killed all of them. Sometimes a little knowledge would be
worth a lot.
[Editor’s note] I don’t believe I have seen the twice stabbed ladybeetle, but it is always so interesting to learn more about
the insects in our gardens, especially the ones we want to keep. Better safe than sorry is a good byword, and the lady
who got rid of the beetles with Orthene would have been far better off to research the beetle first. Ladybeetles actually
come in several “dresses,” if you have ever taken the time to look at the different ones.
Rich also spoke about a weed that has appeared in my garden for the first time this
year, that being the prostrate or spotted spurge. It makes a mat, flat against the
ground, and I believe I have the spotted version as i has the spots on the leaves.
While it may not become a pest in future years, it is best to nip it in the bud and
remove the weed. I think of all the weeds that were ignored or even missed in
gardens of the past that proved to be anything but innocent. Pigweed is a good
example. Even one plant can produce MANY seeds, and as the season winds down
they seem to sense it and even very small plants will set their seed heads. Of course
the next year and for many years in the future, all those seeds continue to sprout and
produce their offspring. They say pigweed is edible, but many of the plants people
claim to be edible are verboten or at least discouraged in my garden, i.e. the
dandelion!

AND…from “The Florosia” newsletter of the East By Rose Society, Martine LaBelle, Editor, and home of our former ARS
President and friend, Jolene Adams, comes some interesting facts. This may not help us now, but you may learn some
new things. It is fascinating to learn the background of some of these facts. You may not know them, either. I sure didn’t…
or forgot them through the years.
Interesting Facts
Why are there 5,280 feet in a mile, and why are nautical miles different from the statute miles we use on land? Let's take a
look at the origins of a few of the units of measure we use every day.
The Mile
The basic concept of the mile originated in Roman times. The Romans used a unit of distance called the mille passum,
which literally translates into "a thousand paces." Since each pace was considered to be five Roman feet—which were a
bit shorter than our modern feet—the mile ended up being 5,000 Roman feet, or roughly 4,850 of our modern feet.
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If the mile originated with 5,000 Roman feet, how did we end up with a mile that is 5,280 feet? Blame the furlong. The
furlong wasn't always just an arcane unit of measure that horse-racing fans gabbed about; it once had significance as the
length of the furrow a team of oxen could plow in a day. In 1592, Parliament set about determining the length of the mile
and decided that each “modern” mile should be made up of eight furlongs. Since a furlong was 660 feet, we ended up with
a 5,280-foot mile.
The Nautical Mile
So if the statute mile is the result of Roman influences and plowing oxen, where did the nautical mile get its start? Strap
on your high school geometry helmet for this one! Each nautical mile originally referred to one minute of arc along a
meridian around the Earth. Think of a meridian around the Earth as being made up of 360 degrees, and each of those
degrees consists of 60 minutes of arc. Each of these minutes of arc is then 1/21,600th of the distance around the earth.
Thus, a nautical mile is 6,076 feet.
The Acre
Like the mile, the acre owes its existence to the concept of the furlong. Remember that a furlong was considered to be the
length of a furrow a team of oxen could plow in one day without resting. An acre—which gets its name from an Old
English word meaning "open field" —was originally the amount of land that a single farmer with a single ox could plow in
one day. Over time, the old Saxon inhabitants of England established that this area was equivalent to a long, thin strip of
land one furlong in length and one chain—an old unit of length equivalent to 66 feet—wide. That's how we ended up with
an acre that's equivalent to 43,560 square feet.
The Foot
As the name implies, scholars think that the foot was actually based on the length of the human foot. The Romans had a
unit of measure called a pes that was made up of twelve smaller units called unciae. The Roman pes was a smidge
shorter than our foot—it came in at around 11.6 inches—and similar Old English units based on the length of people's feet
were also a bit shorter than our 12-inch foot. The 12-inch foot didn't become a common unit of measurement until the
reign of Henry I of England during the early 12th century, which has led some scholars to believe it was standardized to
correspond to the 12-inch foot of the king.

A Personal Note from Your Editor
This has been a difficult month and a time I wish hadn’t happened, but “into every life a little rain
must fall.” Such has been the case with my life, and it started in late May. My husband told me
he felt with his diabetes and age it would be good to receive the Covid drug. He chose the J&J
one because it was only one dose. Two days after receiving it, he spent two nights unable to
even sleep. Then, within 10 to 14 days he went from a cane he used for his bad knee to a
walker, to a wheelchair, and his legs became like cooked spaghetti is the only way I can
describe it.
After falling several times where I was unable to get him back in a chair, even though he gave it
a noble try, we ended up having friends come in to lift him. Then severe back pain took him to
the hospital where he ended up with a catheter which, later caused a UTI. He spent a week at
the hospital, three weeks at a rehab where I could only see him once a week, and then I had him transferred to Fairfield
Care where I volunteer and that way I could see him daily.
Because of his inability to use his leg, moving to also his right arm and weak core muscles they decided on a nerve study.
All the doctor there could do was shake his head. That evening Gary was having trouble breathing and was taken back to
the hospital. The symptoms are characteristic of Guillain Barre syndrome, one of the risks of the J&J drug, and we were
hopeful he would make a recovery, but when it affects your lungs there is little hope. He had developed pneumonia
because he had no muscle tone to push the phlegm from his lungs, and Monday I was called to the hospital at midnight to
“say goodbye.” He lasted another 20 hours before succumbing to this.
The staff at Fairfield loved him and many are grief-stricken, but I have been able to have a great testimony because Gary
also possessed a strong faith in his Creator, and I know he is rejoicing with the angels in heaven, not to mention his
parents, my parents and our son who passed away just under two years old. I am strong, my faith is sure, and I also have
a wonderful family helping out when needed. We all have a number; we just don’t know what it is, and while Gary had a
month an a half, not everyone is given time to consider. That’s my message for everyone. Don’t wait!
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2021

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on the
fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00 p.m. at
the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in Spokane,
Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program each month and
refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are always welcome.
Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you can check out.
Workshops may be held at pre-announced times throughout the year on
meeting nights.

Anne Franks, President
1112 W Lincoln Blvd, Spokane, WA 99224, phone 509-981-5619
Vice President, Kevin Brownlee
2828 W Sharp Ave, Spokane WA 99201, phone 509-328-2720
Sylvia Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Cecelia Zwick (1-yr)
Warren Franks (1-yr)
Kathy Whiteside (2 yr)
Michele La Belle (2 yr)

DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a year.
For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is $15 per
year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY to
Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Past President, Andrew Smith
Greg Mee, Webmaster

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a trial
four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of Roses and
You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at merchant partners,
and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a lot. This is an $86 value
for $10.

Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968, carol@northlandrosarium.com
Anne Franks, phone 509-981-5619, awfranks06@gmail.com
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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