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SUMMER SCHEDULE
As I said last month, we are on a
“summer schedule” with no
programs. I was working with Ed
Odegaard and Tracy Gravelle on a
garden tour at their lovely home on
Williams Lake, but unfortunately this
summer has brought on early ires,
and Tracy is currently watching over
the St. Joe as her priority, so we will
have to forego the garden tours until
another year.
This newsletter will still go out, as I
don’t really live in a ire prone area,
and I hope all of you are staying safe.
Cecelia Zwick had a scare earlier
when the ire broke out near Jurgens
Road. I recognized that as being close
to the Zwick home so I called and
learned she had looked out a window
and saw ire altogether too close to
their home, and she was told to
evacuate. Fortunately, it was brought
under control with no loss of her
home.
The roses have inished their irst
lush of bloom and now for the job of
deadheading. That 100+ week really
did a number on them, quickly
opening and ending blooms, but the
water kept the plants in good
condition. We are so blessed to live
where there is a good supply of
water.

Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian

The dog days of summer! That’s what they call this time of year, although it
is a month early, and I don’t believe dogs really enjoy the heat. I know our
dog likes the early morning walks and then laying around in the house
through the day until it cools down in the evening. He has his little wading
pool outside which beats his previous forays into the small pond collected on
a creek that was muddy and has now dried up. He is NOT a good
deadheader for my roses, either, so that is left up to me.
In spite of the heat, the roses are doing incredibly well, putting out new
growth and new blooms like it was not a problem. As I said, water is the real
key to good roses. Yes, they like fertilizer and deadheading, but water makes
everything feel better. Fortunately. the weather has cooled some as I write,
but summer is not over.
You may have noticed some leaves, particularly on your miniature roses,
that lack the shiny, healthy look. Turn the leaf over, and if you see kind of a
cobweb on the back side, you probably have an infestation (cont. on page 2)
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ROSE LOGIC (Cont. from page 1)
of spider mites. I would like to tell you they will just go away, but that is not the case. They produce offspring quickly, and
they will defoliate the rose leaving you without all those “food factories” to help the plant thrive and live through winter
which will be coming again.
For those who avoid chemicals, the best control is a water wand with a strong spray that you can adjust to spray up
under the leaves and blast off a good number of the critters. I used the word “control” as that is what it is. It will not take
away the problem, and you will have to repeat the procedure daily or at least every other day to hold them at bay until the
end of the hot weather. Spider mites like hot, dry weather, and we have certainly had that. You may also want to put in
companion planting, interspersing Chinese parsley, chives, dill, chrysanthemums, garlic, and onion throughout your
garden to repel spider mites. Insecticidal soap is also a possibility, but it is a contact spray, so any who are hiding under
the webbing probably won’t be affected.
Chemical control In “Gardenknowhow.com” they had this to say: “Mites are one of the most difficult garden pests to
control. These tiny arthropods are closely related to spiders and ticks. When temperatures are high and humidity is low,
mite populations grow rapidly. Since they are so tiny and difficult to see, you may not notice them until they are out of
control. Sometimes miticides are useful when these pests get out of hand.” Avid is still listed as probably the best
miticide, but it is a pricey $107.52 for an 8-ounce bottle that will last for a long time if you only have a few roses.If you are
having a real problem with spider mites which can’t be controlled, check with your local nursery Northwest Seed & Pet has
always been a good source for me with good information.
Now… from my own experience… I was hitting the spider mites every summer when the weather turned hot, and yes, it
did keep them from decimating my rose garden, but I don’t recall if I just didn’t find time or if I decided to do a test, and I
did not spray but maybe used my water want which has a strong fine spray to it. It has been probably five years since I
have sprayed for spider mites, and I honestly do not see them anymore. True, maybe my roses have an advantage
because I don’t have the evergreens that spider mites apparently winter over in, and most of the roses are growing away
from the house where they have great air circulation, but perhaps the good bugs have taken over the job.
Thrips always show up in the hot weather as well, although I have not seen them this year. It has been a strange year in
many ways, not just the hot, dry weather but the way things grow. I have pulled a pigweed with a root that was perhaps 3
feet long. It just came out of the ground in one piece, and I have NEVER seen that phenomenon before. Anyway, if you
have thrips (always plural you know) you may want to just protect your arms from the little nips and wait for cooler
weather. Spraying with an insecticide has to be done to the buds every couple days and that takes a lot of time. They
seem to enjoy fragrant roses, but while you don’t see the damage on the darker roses, they ARE there!
Fertilizer in liquid form such as MiracleGro can be used up into September. I like to use it incorporated into alfalfa “tea” as
a summer pick-me-up. Using a plastic 32-gallon garbage can, fill it with water. Add about 10 cups of alfalfa pellets (sans
vitamins for bunnies) plus 2 cups of epsom salts and stir. Continue to stir it daily, and it will begin to smell, so you want to
keep the lid on the garbage can. After 4 or 5 days, stir in 2 cups of MiracleGro or your favorite instant fertilizer and apply
about a gallon per large rose bush, about half of that for the minis. You will be giving them a mid-summer boost, and they
will thank you for it! You can do that this month and in August if you wish.
Water, water, water. Did I say that before? That is the most important fertilizer your plants can receive. An automatic
watering system is so very handy, and they can vary from simple black PVC pipe with holes drilled into it at each rose
which is what I have or a drip system or little spray nozzles at each bush, but whatever you use, it really makes a
difference, as if you have a number of roses, you can be sure they will get the deep water they need, not just a fly-by of a
spray once in a while.
Deadheading regularly will keep new blooms coming. Some roses rebloom quickly; others take a while. But you will enjoy
more blooms by (do as I say, not as I do) keeping the spent blooms cut off. I have told you before about a rosarian in the
Carolinas (I believe South) who has a yard FULL of roses. I was dumbstruck just seeing the number of roses in his yard.
Anyway, because deadheading by cutting back to the five-leaflet leaf took so much time with that many roses, he tested
by just snapping off the blooms. He found his roses made their own determination as to where to begin new growth. This
system is very easy to use just walking through your garden in the evening. Some blooms snap off easier than others, but
you can take your pruners with you and do the same thing. It is so much quicker if you have many roses, to use this
system, and you can take a container with you to drop the spent blooms in so it keeps your rose bed tidy.
Share your roses with others. It doesn’t take much time, but it means a lot. You may know I have volunteered for many
years at a local assisted living (used to be a nursing home). Anyway, last summer I found some vases and started putting
roses on each of the tables in the dining room. Yes, it required refreshing, but the residents, particularly the women,
started wanting certain roses or colors. There are two sisters who both have serious conditions they were born with and
are now at least in their 50s. One of them was asking me this spring when I would be bringing roses, so I make a special
effort to keep roses on her table as often as I have time. I am also using it as a teaching moment, showing various types
of roses which she never even knew about. So see, you can share and you receive the blessing!
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More Weird Things in 2021
Kevin Brownlee does some hybridizing as a hobby, and he came across this one that is
a puzzle to him and others with whom I have spoken. It is a rugosa cross. Kevin says:
“The new leaves emerge somewhat crinkled with random white spotting. It hasn't
affected the plant's vigor. I raised this plant from seed, so it's not rose mosaic virus. It
could potentially be some other virus, but this is the only plant with this growth and I've
had some plants tested in the past and all were negative for virus. I'm hoping it's a
nutritional issue. Is there a deficit that looks like this?” I have checked with Rich Baer
who is a wealth of knowledge, and he has no idea.
Anyone else see anything like this? It does look like a virus, but since it is a seedling, it
hasn’t had exposure to anything from rootstock.

Missoula Rose Show
Even in the “year of Covid” Missoula had their roes show, and we
always look forward to going there. Normally three or four of us meet
in Spokane and leave one car there (hoping it will be there when we
get back) and travel together to Missoula. It is just an overnight visit,
but we have some great friends in Missoula. This year’s show was
smaller due to the terrible 100+ temperatures prior to the show, and I
would almost bet that Ray Hoffman dry wrapped a number of his
roses so he would have some blooms left by show time.
For the Hybrid Tea Court the Queen of Show was ‘Queen Mary II’,
shown by Ray Hoffman, who took King with ‘Signature,’ Princess with
(who else?) ‘Hot Princess,” Prince with ‘Marilyn Monroe, Duchess with
‘Crescendo,’ and - wait a minute! How can this be? Judy Hoar beat
him out on Duke with ‘Grand Amore.’

‘Queen Mary II, ‘Signature’ ‘Hot Princess’
In the Miniature and MiniFlora courts they were swept by Bardett
and Analee Fausett. In the Miniatures the Queen was a beautiful
‘Joy,’ King was ‘Soroptomist International,’ and Princess was
‘Pure Joy.
The MiniFlora court was the Queen, a beautiful ‘Unbridled,’ King,
‘Buttercream,’ and Princess was ‘Eternity.’

Mini and MiniFlora Court

In Arrangements: Sharon Askelson took all but 3 awards. She
also had the best Floribunda Spray with ‘Sexy Sexy.’ In
arrangements she won the Royalty Award, the Oriental Award,
The Princess of Arrangements, the Duchess of Arrangements
and the Miniature Artist’s Award. To top it off, she also got the
Gold, Silver and Bronze Medal Certificates. Congratulations,
Sharon!.

Bella Roma was the most fragrant, shown by John Hoar, and believe me, it was FRAGRANT! On top of fragrance, it also
can have nice form. It is a 2003 Keith Zary introduction and helpmefind.com rates it as a zone 6B which isn’t a rose that
would survive here for me, but it would be well worth growing for the fragrance alone.
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2021
MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on the
fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00 p.m. at
the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in Spokane,
Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program each month and
refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are always welcome.
Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you can check out.
Workshops may be held at pre-announced times throughout the year on
meeting nights.

Anne Franks, President
1112 W Lincoln Blvd, Spokane, WA 99224, phone 509-981-5619
Vice President, Kevin Brownlee
2828 W Sharp Ave, Spokane WA 99201, phone 509-328-2720
Sylvia Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Cecelia Zwick (1-yr)
Warren Franks (1-yr)
Kathy Whiteside (2 yr)
Michele La Belle (2 yr)

DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a year.
For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is $15 per

‘Queen Mary II, ‘Signature’ ‘Hot Princess’

Past President, Andrew Smith
Greg Mee, Webmaster
Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968, carol@northlandrosarium.com
Anne Franks, phone 509-981-5619, awfranks06@gmail.com
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY to
Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.
If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a trial
four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of Roses and
You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at merchant partners,
and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a lot. This is an $86 value

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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