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2020 CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Still no meeting at Manito, so you
will have to settle with learning at a
distance, that is, reading what I
have gleaned from other
newsletters, plus what is
happening in local rose gardens.
Anne is anxious to make
something happen, but with higher
numbers in Spokane once again,
that seems unlikely.
We will continue to keep our last
four events on our calendar, if
perchance things change, but
don’t hold your breath. Just wear
your mask and do the social
distancing thing so we can all get
together in the future.
Until then, enjoy my virtual garden
tour.
August 26 - a rose lecture at
Carol Newcomb’s nursery with
wine and dessert

THIS MONTH
It appears this is our new “normal.” First, we are getting better; then we
aren’t. Out here in the “outback” we are kind of out of the loop, but there are
always things that take us into the city, so we mask up and trudge onward.
Last weekend three of us attended possibly the only rose show in the United
States, at Missoula, Montana. They, too, are having issues with increased
numbers, so we had our masks on at all times in public except, of course,
eating. While judging, I found the most beautiful digital rose fabric a gal from
Vegas was wearing, so I have ordered a yard of it to make masks. I can
hardly wait, even if it means wearing a mask!
Their rose show was a bit smaller than normal, probably, but it was still a
good show. It was also good to see Ray Hoffman doing so well after his
cancer scare and subsequent chemo. Other than not having as much
energy as normal, he said he is doing great. ‘Ring of Fire’ was HT king.
We are still in the holding mode until we can once again have meetings at
Manito, so I thought for something different I would put on a virtual garden
tour…of my garden, of course. So throughout this issue you will see shots of
my roses. The nice thing is I can crop the bad stuff out, or even leave out
photos that show less than stellar plants or weeds I neglected to remove. I
just wandered the yard and took informal shots, so don’t expect to be able to
critic them. In fact, don’t show them to my good friend, Rich Baer, who does
those fantastic rose photos that win awards wherever he enters them. But
the roses are looking so good this year I thought this might be a different
approach to doing the newsletter.

September 23 – wine
making…with roses
October 28 – will be our annual
meeting and informal rose show
November closes out the year
with a potluck
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President’s Message
Anne Franks

A note from Annie….
What a difference a year makes! These past few months, I have found myself
spending a lot of time in the kitchen, baking more than usual. I think that I
mentioned in one of my “notes” that I finally finished writing and organizing
my cookbook, the one that I have been working on for 15-20 years. I guess it
took the ‘virus to make that happen. One of the good things that has happened
since last summer.
I also think that I have mentioned to you that I have a small business called Annie’s Floral
Design. I arrange flowers for special occasions and that really gives me pleasure. Three years
ago I decided that I needed a perennial garden so that I
would have some additional plants to use in my arrangements
with my beautiful roses.
One of the special pleasures that I have is walking out in my
back yard in the cool of the morning and being able to cut
beautiful roses and other flowers to make a splendid
arrangement for a friend or neighbor. Or just for myself.
Right now I have three arrangements on my coffee table in the
living room. One is a beautiful Henry Fonda rose with two
buds, in a small bud vase. Very simple. Another is a grouping
of red Lava Flow roses, mixed with Fiddle-head Fern, Baby’s
‘Jacqueline du pre’ Shrub
Breath and Russian Sage. The third one is taller than the rest
and contains blue Delphiniums, Bee Balm, and two of my
favorite roses, Mercury Rising, a gorgeous yellow, pink tea rose, and Teasing Georgia, a bright
yellow David Austin rose. After making the arrangements and making sure that there is food
in the vase, I always spray them with Crowning Glory. This helps them lasts twice as long after
they are cut and retain their freshness and beauty.
When you are arranging your flowers, don’t hesitate to be creative
when deciding on a vase. Just wad up some chicken wire or make
a grid across the top and this will hold the flowers in place. If
possible, you can always add sprigs of herbs to your arrangements.
Not only do these scents bring a vitality to the bouquet, they
sometimes trigger happy memories for us all. My mother instilled
in me the love of setting a beautiful table and nothing, absolutely
nothing, sets it off like a lovely flower arrangement, especially
when its focal flower is a majestic rose.

‘Purple Splash,’ Climber

Rose Ramblings

We’ve been through a lot during these last few months. And we
undoubtedly will look at the world through a different lens in the
future. But maybe the positive side is that our priorities are now
in sharper focus than ever before: to take care of ourselves and
one another. And to remember that there will always be peace
and beauty in our rose gardens.
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Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian

Every season is unique…in every year. For us this year, the weather never seemed to really warm up for more than a day
or two, and then we would be back to cool, sometimes rainy, weather. That is weather blackspot really enjoys, so I have
been dealing with that, mainly due to my lack of diligence at the beginning. I have also seen a fungus that made me
wonder if it could even be downy mildew, but I sent a photo of a leaf to our Consulting Rosarian co-chairman for the
Pacific Northwest District, and he assured me it was not that. I wasn’t really too worried, because our weather conditions
were not the kind to make it flourish, nor did it present itself in the manner of downy
mildew. Still, because downy is deadly for roses that have it, I was not looking forward
to the hefty fee to purchase the chemical to take care of it.
Right now is the time to apply granular fertilizer if that is your fertilizer of choice. It will
still have time to work itself into the plant and do its thing before…dare I say the
word…winter becomes more than a season far in the future. If you like to do an alfalfa
tea, this is a good time for it as well. You all know the drill by now: Fill a 32-gallon
plastic garbage can with water. Add a couple coffee cans full of alfalfa pellets (don’t
get the kind with the vitamins added – those are for the bunnies, and you don’t want to
attract them, either). Put the lid on the can and leave it for a week or so to “age.” Then
you can do what I do, add a tablespoon of Miracle-Gro per cup of water, or 2 cups if
you don’t like doing the 32 tablespoonsful. Use about a gallon for each large rose
bush, half of that for the minis.
You can continue to use instant fertilizers right into September without any fear of
‘Rise ‘n’ Shine’ on the left, ‘Galaxy,’
causing new growth to be damaged by a killing frost, and we really never know when
‘Lynn,’ then ‘Miracle on the Hudson,’
a killing frost will occur anyway. I think sometimes we try to make rose growing such
‘Congratulations’ and ‘Heidi Hayne in the
back.
a difficult thing that it turns people away, but
honestly, have you ever lost a rose bush that
was healthy in the summer to new growth being frizzled by a sudden hard frost? I
can’t recall that ever happening, so I really don’t worry about the timing, just try to
get the chemical fertilizer done by the end of July.
I have strawberries growing behind the fence on my garden rose bed, but you
know something? They found out that the water supply is much more abundant in
the rose bed, so they happily sneaked across (it must have occurred in the night,
as I didn’t notice it until they were enjoying hiding under ‘Quietness’ and doing quite
well, I might add. I avoided any sprays around that area because of that and have
had a nice harvest of huge strawberries this year. That said, I am going to move
them out of the rose bed now that they are done producing for the year.
Water is the best fertilizer you can apply to your roses. I learned that tip from Sylvia
th
McCracken, my mentor who talked me into doing this newsletter. (This is my 39
year, by the way.) She said as a young rose grower with limited finances she
couldn’t afford all the fancy fertilizers, but she could apply water, and we old timers
who saw her roses had no doubt that the lady knew what she was saying. And
when I say water, I don’t mean a sprinkling every few days. Roses like deep water,
down to their roots, so if you don’t have a watering system, you need to apply this
with a sprinkler or some way you can make sure you get at least an inch of water
applied. One way you can do this is put a can about an inch tall by the roses when you turn on the sprinkler and then see
how long it takes to fill the can. I would say a tuna can, but they have found a way to shorten the can, so that’s not truly an
inch in height, so maybe a can that held chopped clams. As the days heat up, and they always do, you will need to be
faithful to accomplish this, or you will see it in the vigor of your roses.
‘Berries ‘n’ Cream,’ Climber with
Arabella and Burning Love clematis

Deadheading is very important, too. (Anyone want to come help me???) My eldest granddaughter used to love doing this,
but she’s all grown up, out of college, and will be working for a living, so I need to do that next. If you keep the old blooms
cut off, you will greatly increase the repeat bloom. Don’t worry about where to cut them off; the roses don’t care.
Rose Ramblings
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Sucker Growth Removal by Judy Frederick, C.R. Reprinted from the Gold Country newsletter, Rose
Nuggets, February 2017 as copied from Florosia, the newsletter of East Bay Rose Society, Oakland, California, Martine
LaBelle, editor
1. Identify Growth from Rootstock
While most hybrid tea and floribunda roses have leaves with 5 leaflets, many of the roses belonging to the other groups of
roses have 7, 9 or even more leaflets. Commonly used rootstock varieties generally have more leaflets.
They also are generally a paler green, and the stems are often smooth with few thorns.
2. Locate Origin of Cane
Suckers come only from the rootstock on which the garden rose is budded. Therefore, sucker growth always originates
from below the bud union.
Carefully check beneath the bud union by removing soil until point of origin is traced.
3. Remove Sucker Cane
Once you have traced the sucker back to the root, you can then simply pull it off. Pull it off
towards you, away from the rose plant’s center. Pulling the sucker stem off rather than cutting
ensures it will not grow back. If you cut it, it will most likely come back. Make sure to put soil
back in to prevent roots from receiving sunlight.
Note: Suckers only grow from a rootstock used when a rose variety is grafted to rootstock.
Hybrid teas, Floribundas, Grandifloras, and Large-Flowered Climbers usually are grafted.
Suckers do NOT grow when a rose variety is grown on its own roots. Miniatures, Minifloras, and
Shrub roses are generally grown on their own roots.
If rootstock is allowed to grow, it may bloom. That bloom will look different from your desired,
named, rose variety. Since rootstock is used for its vigor, it will dominate and take over the
desired rose bush.
The most often used rootstock is Dr. Huey, a dark red, maroon reddish purple, climbing rose. It
has 15 petals with light yellow stamens, blooming in small clusters of bloom. Almost thornless
canes can rapidly grow to 10-12 feet in length. Other rootstocks used are Old garden roses (OGRs): Fortuniana and Rosa
multiflora. If they are allowed to bloom, the flowers will be white, strongly fragrant, and blooming just once, in spring or
early summer.
[Editor’s note] Sucker growth can be very stubborn. I have a ‘Sunsprite’ rose, one I
have had many years, and it just won’t let me get down to that place where the sucker
is emerging, so I just keep hacking it off as low as I can. Sucker growth takes vigor
from your named rose, and it isn’t always ‘Dr. Huey,’ either. Maybe I just don’t let them
live long enough to bloom, but they don’t have the same characteristics, either. ‘Dr.
Huey’ is the lovely red rose grown in Spokane by a lot of people who don’t realize it
isn’t really a miracle but just that the named rose has died and ‘Dr. Huey’ did not!
The rose to the left is very fragrant. In the evenings as I walk through the back yard
you can readily smell it. Its one drawback is it loves to ‘reach out and touch you.’ The
prickles are hooked, and they don’t like to let loose. Yet, when you see this lovely
white rose blooming, you can hardly fault it. I grow a Jackmanii clematis up through it,
which is a dark purple, and they look very nice together. In fact, I grow clematis
interspersed with a number of my roses near the house. You have seen my Burning
Love clematis with ‘Berries ‘n’ Cream,’ and you will see at least one other one which
grows over ‘Fragrant Wave.’ In fact, this year it is so vigorous I had to tie up the rose
bush, as it was about to take it to the ground, maybe some clematis wrestling move!
‘Darlow’s Enigma,’ Hybrid Musk

Now, with the lockdowns and limited ability to mingle with other rose lovers, maybe what you need is something to do in
your rose garden to make your roses even happier. The ‘recipe’ on the next page is one I found in the newsletter of the
Philadelphia Rose Society, Bill Kozemchak, editor. I know that Sylvia McCracken was a big advocate of cotton seed meal
and blood meal, so if you want to try it, you certainly won’t be doing your roses a disservice. They will probably even thank
you for the meal.

April, 2008
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I found an interesting article in the May, 2020 issue of Rose Petals, Seattle Rose Society’s newsletter, Caroline Fredette,
editor. This is the history of the White House Rose Garden:
Many people believe the White House Rose Garden was established by First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy in 1961, however,
it was originally established in 1913 by First Lady Ellen Louise Axson Wilson, wife of President Woodrow Wilson. The
original rose garden was established on a site of a previous colonial garden
which had been established by First Lady Edith Roosevelt, wife of President
Theodore Roosevelt in 1902.
But wait, there’s more. Previous to 1902, on the present-day area of
the Cabinet Room, Oval Office, and Rose Garden, the area contained
extensive stables which housed various horses and coaches. First Lady Edith
Roosevelt, during the 1902 renovation, felt it would be more proper to replace
the conservatory rose house with a garden on the property. Frederick Law
Olmsted, Jr. was commissioned by President Franklin D Roosevelt, in 1935, to
redesign the gardens with the addition of cast iron furniture pieces.
During the Kennedy administration, Rachel
Lambert Mellon was commissioned by President Kennedy to redesign the garden
concurrently with the East Garden’s extensive repair work. The design created by Mellon,
fashioned after an 18th century garden design, with more definition to the garden with a
central lawn which is bordered by French style flower beds and were planted with American
botanical varieties. Today, almost 60 years later, the garden still has the same layout as
established by Mellon. Each of the flower beds has ‘Katherine’ crabapples which are
bordered by hedges of thyme trimmed in a low diamond-shaped pattern. The central lawn
flower bed is edged with boxwood.
Even though its name is the Rose Garden many photos of the garden are taken in the spring
with- out any of the roses in bloom. These photos show grape hyacinth, tulips, jonquil, daffodil, fritillaria, chionodoxa and
squill in spring with few if any blooming roses. During the summer months, flowering annuals are added and gnomes
appear after July 1, one for each living president. Roses bloom all summer long and include such varieties as: ‘Queen
Elizabeth’, ‘Pascale’, ‘Pat Nixon’, and ‘King’s Ransom’ to name a few. Chrysanthemum and flowering kale are added in
the fall which brings color to the garden all the way until winter.

April, 2008
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Over the years, since the garden was first established, it has been a venue for important events and press conferences.
President Wilson used the Rose Garden to answer informal questions from the press. A tradi- tion, begun by President
Hoover, was to welcome prominent citizens and be photographed in the garden. The Project Mercury astronauts were
welcomed by President Kennedy in the Rose Garden. Also, over the years there have been presidential news
conferences, White House ceremonies and dinners held in the Rose Garden. Many weddings have taken place in the
White House, however, Tricia Nixon, daughter of President Nixon, was married to Edward F. Cox in the White House
Rose Garden on June 12, 1971. She is the only child of a president to be married in the Rose Garden. Extra roses were
added to the garden as well as gardenias for the wedding. The Carolina Hurricanes were welcomed in the Rose Garden
by President George W. Bush after they won the Stanley Cup in 2006.
There are actually four gardens within the White House grounds: besides the Rose Garden, there is the Jacqueline
Kennedy Garden (formerly known as the East Garden), the White House Kitchen Garden, and South Lawn of the White
House. Yes, a lawn is considered a type of garden. At the time of President Kennedy’s assassination, the Rose Garden
had been replanted but the East Garden, which had been part of the White House landscape for some time, was not
complete. It was still a work in progress. On April 22, 1965, the East Garden was renamed the Jacqueline Kennedy
Garden in her honor as President Kennedy had wanted. Many might believe First Lady Michelle Obama was the first to
establish a vegetable garden on the White House grounds. However, it was actually President James Madison who
planted the first documented vegetable garden in the early 1800s on the White House grounds, according to Architectural
Digest. In those days, presidents had to pay out of their own pockets for their guests meals. The standard paper seed
packets we use today had been created in 1790 by the Shaker community and those seeds where what he used for his
vegetable garden. Madison chose to grow broccoli, parsnips, beets, carrots, radishes, and several varieties of cabbages.
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, during WWII, had a victory garden on the White House grounds. During the Clinton White
House years, First Lady Hillary Clinton had a White House roof top garden. However, the Obama vegetable garden,
created in 2009, was indeed the largest vegetable garden ever on the White House grounds. Enough was produced from
the vegetable garden to not only provide fresh produce for the First Family, and guests for dinner at the White House, but
enough for soup kitchens and food banks in the area. First
Lady Melania Trump has continued the efforts put forth by Mrs.
Obama with regards to the Kitchen Garden and has invited
children from the local Boys and Girls Club to help plant and
harvest vegetables in the garden.
Senator Everett Dirksen (1896 – 1969) had always wanted the
marigold, his favorite flower, to become the national flower. He
introduced legislation in the 1960s to that effect. However, the
rose became our National Floral Emblem in 1985 when the
United States Senate passed a resolution asking the president
to sign a proclamation certifying this resolution. President
Ronald Reagan, on November 20, 1986, signed the
proclamation paving the way for the rose to become our
National Flower. The president of the American Rose Society
was present at this signing. How fitting for the ceremony to be
held in the White House Rose Garden and how fitting it is that
a beautiful rose garden at the White House already existed.

‘Fragrant Wave’ Floribunda with Julia Correvon clematis

#######
Now, for the rest of the newsletter I will show you the view I enjoy here at Latah, away from COVID-19, with fresh air and
sunshine:

‘Eyepaint,’ ‘Pennies from Heaven’ and ‘Chihuly’ in back,
‘Heather Sproul’ and ‘Michel Cholet’ in front, Red Hot
Poker loved by hummingbirds in the center.

April, 2008
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‘Dicky,’ ‘Nicole,’ ‘Mariandel’ and
‘Excellenz von Schubert’ by deck

‘Selfridges’ on right, developing peony beds in front

‘Yellow Submarine,’ ‘Mountain Music’ and ‘Sugar Moon’ in front, the tall one in
the back is ‘Remember Me’

‘John Cabot’ (regrowing after I dug it out when it took
out the arbor) and Kilian Donahue clematis

April, 2008

Garden bed with raspberry ‘half acre’ behind
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2020
MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on
the fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00
p.m. at the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in
Spokane, Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program
each month and refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are
always welcome. Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you
can check out. Workshops may be held at pre-announced times
throughout the year on meeting nights.

Anne Franks, President
1112 W Lincoln Blvd, Spokane, WA 99224, phone 509-9815619
Vice President, Kevin Brownlee
2828 W Sharp Ave, Spokane WA 99201, phone 509-328-2720
Sylvia Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Cecelia Zwick (1-yr)
Warren Franks (1-yr)
Kathy Whiteside (2 yr)
Michele Opsal (2 yr)

DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a
year. For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is
$15 per year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
to Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Past President, Andrew Smith
Greg Mee, Webmaster

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a
trial four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of
Roses and You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at
merchant partners, and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a
lot. This is an $86 value for $10.

Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968,
carol@northlandrosarium.com
Anne Franks, phone 509-981-5619, awfranks06@gmail.com
Pat Vacha, phone 534-4901, epvacha@comcast.net
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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