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Have you ever entered roses in
our show? Have you ever visited
the rose show and seen the
beautiful roses on display? Have
you ever said, “I could never do
that”? Well, here is your chance
to prove yourself wrong.
Yes, you CAN show your roses,
and YES, we WANT you to show
your roses. Even if you have only
one you feel might be a potential
winner, PLEASE bring your roses
to the show.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Andrew Smith, President
Happy June! The birds are out, it’s getting hot, and there’s
lots of work to be done! (The last one is for all of you
gardeners out there…)
I’m really excited to be helping put together the Rose
Show this year, at the new venue, The CenterPlace in Spokane Valley. I’m
hoping we will have a great turnout with tons of beautiful roses, as we’ve
had such a nice spring to allow them to grow. For anyone that hasn’t
shown roses before, this is a really good opportunity for you to burst out of
that bubble and bring even just one of your favorites from your garden. Go
ahead and show it off… You deserve it! There will be a group at the venue
first thing in the morning to help you prep your rose and teach you the
guidelines of showing, and you will be pleased to know that there are
prizes to be won!
(Continued on page 2)

We have planning a gala day at
CenterPlace, but it won’t be
satisfactory without YOU. We
want you to be a winner, and we
will do our job to prep your
rose(s) so that they have the best
opportunity to win.
This year we are offering cash
prizes just as they do at the
Interstate Fair, but in addition,
our guest speaker, Ping Lim, is
bringing some of his new roses,
and our local folks will have the
opportunity to win one of these.
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Come one, come all, but DO
COME! AND BRING YOUR
ROSES!
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(President’s Message, Cont. from page 1)
Also, in the afternoon we have Ping Lim, famous Hybridizer and Rosarian coming all the way from southern California to
give a presentation about his intimate history with roses to anyone who would like to join us. I’m sure he will have a lot to
share with us. This one is absolutely one to not miss! I hope to see you all there, plus any friends and family that have
interest in roses, as this is a very special event!
SRS President,
-Andrew Smith

SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June – This of course is rose show month, but we are very excited about the day. First, we
will be holding it at CenterPlace in Spokane Valley. This is where The Inland Empire
Gardeners hold their meetings, but it is a venue for weddings and all sorts of events. You
may recall we met there when the ARS president Jolene Adams visited us. Well, this year
we will be having a phenomenal hybridizer, Ping Lim, as our afternoon speaker. Ping drew
standing crowds the last time he was here. Northland Rosarium carries a number of his
roses, and one of our distant members, Alexa Peterson, told of Ping’s visit at their annual
banquet for Puyallup Rose Society. They auctioned off one of Ping’s roses, and Alexa
ended up the winner at a high price, but this is the rose. And another photo Alexa included
showed this rose had amazing foliage! Ping is a delightful speaker, and he has created
some beautiful roses like this one, including several in memory of 9/11.
July and August – We are planning rose garden tours for these two months, as that is when the roses are at their peak
and blooming well. Last year we planned to have a tour of Manito’s Rose Hill with Steve Smith giving the tour. Then the
fires happened, and with all the smoke it was unsafe to be out there, so we had to cancel what would have been an
interesting and enlightening tour. We hope to reschedule that for this summer. And Bob Willrich has also arranged for
another tour including a private garden. More details will be available when we find out the specific dates of these two
tours, but garden tours prove to be very educational, because you also get to see how others set up their rose beds and
the various ideas they use.
September – is when we have our in-house rose show, just so you can see the roses people
have grown in a variety of gardens. We encourage EVERYONE to bring roses for this show in
whatever container you wish to use. Then we have ALL those attending act as the judges to
select what they believe is the best in each class. We also go back over the winners to explain
why they won or what the “judges” missed in their calls.
October – this is the one official meeting we have
each year. We allow the board to take care of
business the rest of the time to allow for you to just get
to enjoy the program without the lengthy readings of
minutes, reports, etc. We want our members to feel
their time is well spent coming to the meetings, but we
do have to conduct official business at times, such as
True Integrity
election of officers and approval of the budget. So
don’t neglect to do your part. Your vote is important, but we need you to come to
the meeting to provide this.
th

True Friendship
th

November – is the one month we deviate from our “4 Wednesday” meetings. Because the 4 Wednesday comes very
close to Thanksgiving, we move the date to earlier in November and have either a potluck or a gathering at a local
restaurant. In recent years people have preferred a potluck, but here again, you can voice your opinion to any of your
officers or board members if you’d rather meet at a restaurant. This closes out our year of roses, so we hope you will take
advantage of as many of these programs as possible.
Rose Ramblings
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Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian

Let me reminisce a little. I joined the rose society many years ago, and like many, I felt intimidated about entering my
roses in the show. I felt I had a lot to learn, and there were the big exhibitors who brought in MANY roses. I recall Harry
Rendle using a cart loaded with roses. He loved his minis in particular, but he had some dandy large roses, too. Well,
jump forward a few years, and I looked at my roses and thought there might be a couple worth entering. At that time our
youngest son agreed to clerk for me, and as he watched the judging take place, he kept coming back to me telling me my
‘Touch of Class’ was still in the running. You can imagine my shock…and pleasure…when it was Queen of Show!
You see, it only takes ONE rose, even if you don’t feel it has a chance. As the judging goes on, sometimes a rose will
open to perfection and take home the big prize. And even if it doesn’t, you have done your part in filling the tables at the
rose show for the public. Over the years our local members have become less inclined to bring their roses to the show,
and we want to change that this year.
I sent out the rose show schedule last month, but if you didn’t keep a copy, email me – lynnschafer@gmail.com - and I will
send another one to you. The schedule has been cut down some, because there were classes no one entered, but
beginning with Division I – Horticulture Challenge Classes, we have added a special class this year, Class 2, which is the
Ping Lim Challenge. We want you to bring any of your roses hybridized by Ping Lim, and to make it easier, we have listed
his roses in the back of the schedule. You can also look on his website, www.rosesbyping.com, to see photos of the
roses. The local winner will take home one of Ping’s new roses he is bringing.
Another popular challenge class is the Velvet Touch Picture Frame Challenge. If you see a beautiful hybrid tea or
grandiflora in your yard that lacks the long stem to present it in a vase, it can be displayed with one leaf set in a picture
frame provided by the rose society.
An interesting class is the Hi-Lo Challenge, where you have a large rose and a miniature or miniflora what are closely
matched in form, color and openness. In fact, I purchases ‘Smart and Sassy,’ a Brad Jalbert Miniflora out of Canada to
match with ‘Ketchup and Mustard.’ My only problem is I haven’t managed to get them to bloom at the same time and at
rose show time, but I have tried other combinations, and you can, too.
My youngest daughter-in-law is falling in love with the English roses, and there is Class 8 for those, too. We have seen a
greater interest in those roses as the years have gone by. They come in many shapes, colors and sizes, so I would bet
you have some in your garden.
If you don’t have roses in bloom (and since mine are already coming on, I can’t believe that will be your case) there is
always the photography class, where you can enter single blooms, close-ups, artistic impressions, roses with people,
animals or insects, rose gardens and even a rose arrangement photo.
Moving into Division II, we have the entries for individual blooms or sprays. These classes cover all types of roses, so
even if you only grow Old Garden Roses, there is Section D for that, also classes for shrubs, climbers, and even
polyanthas.
Division III is for miniatures and minifloras, and here again we have the one-stem entries and a number of challenge
classes. Don’t take that “challenge” thing to heart. It is merely a way to say it usually includes several blooms. Again we
have the Rose in a Bowl for miniatures, just as Class 9 in the big roses. This is for beautiful blooms with short stems. We
provide bowls for both the large and small roses, so you don’t even have to bring your own.
The arrangement classes have also been edited, taking out classes no one entered and making it easier to enter. You
don’t have to be a professional arranger, but we encourage anyone who loves to bring roses into your home and arrange
them in a pleasant fashion to read through the schedule and see what you can do. Nothing ventured, nothing gained, and
the class descriptions are quite understandable.
COME ONE, COME ALL, but PLEASE come…and BRING YOUR ROSES. CenterPlace is a wonderful venue, and we are
looking forward to having Ping Lim as our guest speaker at 3 pm that afternoon – Saturday, June 22. Members get in free,
and having heard Ping speak before, I know you will enjoy this dynamic speaker. For those not winning a rose by Ping,
we will have $5, $3 and $1 for first, second and third prizes. What do you have to lose???
Rose Ramblings
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Ping Lim
I don’t know how many of you came to the 2011 rose
show out at Northland Rosarium. That was when we last
heard from Ping Lim, but he had a standing only crowd
that day. He is a delightful speaker but also a very good
hybridizer. His career really took off at Bailey Nurseries
where he led an award winning rose breeding program
out of Oregon. Then in 2008 with the downturn in the
economy, Bailey Nurseries had to downsize, and
unfortunately, Ping was part of that ‘downsizing.’
However…he hit the ground running, first working in
McMinnville, Oregon to continue his focus on diseaseresistant, easy care, fragrant roses. One of his betterknown roses, ‘Love and Peace’ was introduced in 2002
True Passion
by Bailey Nurseries, which won the All America Rose
Selections award. Then in 2005 he again won the same award for ‘DayDream’ and for
‘Rainbow Sorbet’ in 2006. ‘Double 10’ received the Best Hybrid Tea Award at the
Biltmore International Rose Trials in 2016. All in all, and that’s just to date, he has also won a Belfast Gold Award, a
Japan’s Best Award, three All-America Rose Selection Awards, two Biltmore Best Climber and HT, a Rose Hills Best
Floribunda, an ARTS All-Star Winner HT Award and 11 Portland’s Best Rose Awards. That’s quite a record. Little did Ping
Lim think that going on an outing with his parents to a highland plateau in Laos and seeing a beautiful rose named ‘Peace’
would inspire him to the heights he has achieved with his hybridizing. ‘Love and Peace’ actually has ‘Peace’ as one of the
parents.
Eventually, Ping moved his operations to sunny San Diego, but don’t let that
climate fool you. His roses are tested from Southern California all the way up to
the harsh Minnesota winters. The entire process from seed to a plant he
considers worthy to carry his name takes a minimum of 10 years. That’s
dedication! And obviously, he’s not done. He is bringing some of his new ‘babies’
to be won at our show.

True Sincerity

These roses, which are pictured in this newsletter under ‘True’ will be awarded to
the lucky winners during the afternoon, and you do not need to be present to win
one of them, BUT you cannot win if you don’t enter a rose or several roses in the
show. Winners’ names will be drawn at Ping Lim’s talk, so that’s another reason
for you to come hear him. There is no cost for our members to come to his talk.

Some years ago, perhaps in
2008, at a national American Rose convention in Minneapolis, we were all
given a small rose bush to bring home. It was called ‘Snowdrift,’ and at that
time the name Ping Lim was not well known to me, but I brought that little
rose home and planted it. Well…now that ‘little’ rose is about 3-4 feet tall
and covers itself with white blooms all summer. It is a shrub, and it is quite
thorny, but it always looks good, and fortunately I planted it in the back row
of the garden bed so it can show off and not cover up other roses, as it is a
dense plant.
Carol has quite a few of Ping’s roses in her garden there at Northland, and
I am looking forward to seeing the blooms on three I picked up this spring. I
True Inspiration
doubt they will have anything for the show, but you never know. ‘Patriot
Dream’ looks like it could have good form if cut soon enough. The website
‘helpmefind’ lists that one as hybridized by Ping Lim, but it is not in his catalog. I got it at Northland, and maybe Bailey
Nurseries had it available for Carol. Anyway, you won’t see that one listed in his catalog, but it is Ping’s rose.
So spread the word. You can enter roses in our show even though you are not a member of the rose society. There are
classes for novices and for non-members, so you don’t need to feel threatened if you think all the “big guns” will be
entering their super roses. We all started at the beginning, and we are more than happy to show you how to present your
roses in the best way possible to give them the best chance to win. And winning one of Ping Lim’s roses will be the best
award possible.
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SUMMER IN YOUR ROSE GARDEN
You who have lived in Spokane for a number of years or even all your life realize that
our weather in the summer covers all the range of temperatures. Already this spring
– yes, I know that summer begins very shortly – we have had from 40 to 90 all in a
matter of a couple weeks. But you also know that when it heats up to the 90s or
above, which fortunately we don’t see too many times, plants transpire a lot.
Therefore, if you don’t replace that moisture, it is going to cause any plant to be
under stress, be it a tree, the lawn or, yes, your roses.
Roses like deep watering, not just a sprinkle as the lawn sprinklers go by. Therefore,
if you don’t have an automated watering system for your roses and if you have quite
a number of roses, you are going to be spending quite a bit of time watering your
roses. Many years ago I set up watering systems for all my roses. Since I’m not an expert on such things, and since I try
to look for anything simple, I got some black PVC pipe, arranged it in a rectangular pattern on each bed, and put a hose
connection on the end of each rectangle. Well, when we added automation to our lawn, two of the rose beds were added
into the mix, so they receive regular watering. The third bed has to be hooked up to the hose by me, but it is still better
than having to stand out there and water each rose in the bed deeply. I can also tell you that the ones that receive the
water automatically bloom better than the one I have to remember, as things get busy and one week just seems to jump
to the next without my realizing it.
That being said, be sure your roses receive a minimum of an inch of water a week, more during the hot weather, and
more frequently if you have sandy or rocky soil where the water moves through quickly. If you have amended the sandy or
rocky soil with compost that will help to hold the water.
A good mulch is another way to help out your roses, and it will help you by keeping the weeds under control. This spring I
had some apple trees pruned professionally after their being neglected for many years. The pruned limbs were then
chipped for me, leaving me with some nice apple wood mulch, which I am using.
I honestly have never seen such an influx of all those lovely little maple seedlings everywhere, and they really enjoyed the
good soil of my rose beds, so it has been a challenge, to say the least. Fortunately, first-year seedlings pull out quite
easily, and I am going to be much more zealous in blowing them out of the rose beds this fall!
We have always said that you should apply your last granular fertilizer no later than mid to late July, but that doesn’t mean
your roses won’t appreciate alfalfa tea or any liquid fertilizer. You also can continue to add organic fertilizer any time of
year, as it takes time to break down before it can be taken in by the plants. It also improves the soil while it is feeding your
roses.
Two other things I have heard recently: In talking with Sharon Askelson this evening, she said she also feeds her roses
and those of her customers in Kalispell every six weeks with Epsom salts and Miracle-gro. She uses 2 ½ cups of Epsom
salts and 2 ½ cups of Miracle-gro in 5 gallons of water and uses about a quart of this mixture on each rose bush.
A friend recently gave me a bag of worm castings, and he said he had heard that if you mix that with some water (didn’t
know the mix but it really doesn’t matter) and apply that to your roses that have blackspot, it would cure the blackspot. I
feel fortunate that I finally got my zinnia plants put in the garden, so you can guess that I haven’t tried this ‘cure,’ but I
intend to at least give it the test. You probably have the same problem: too many things, too little time. But if you try any of
the suggestions made in this newsletter, you need to do test plots. You will never know if they work or not if you treat all
your roses. I did find time to make the slurry of banana peels and put it in some of my rose beds, but the jury is still out on
that. It certainly can’t do any harm, and it is potassium being applied to the soil.
My coffee grounds usually get put on the vegetable garden and worked in when we start the new year, but they can be
used on your roses, too. I have even heard of people getting used coffee grounds from Starbucks or other coffee places,
as they go through a lot of it each day. Like with the banana peels, you can run them through a blender or just work them
into the soil before mulching the beds.
Keep up the deadheading of your roses so they will continue to bloom. You can either spend the time cutting back to a
five-leaflet set or just snap the blooms off as a quick fix, and your roses will figure it out either way that it is time to work on
a new bloom. And don’t worry about when to quit deadheading or cutting rose blooms. That was a question I had at a
recent talk I gave, and while we used to have the “rules” that you didn’t cut blooms after the first of September or some
crazy date, you should go ahead and enjoy those blooms as long as the weather permits. When the freezes occur your
roses will be smart enough to quit growing, and they have more good sense than we give them credit for.
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2019

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on
the fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00
p.m. at the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in
Spokane, Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program
each month and refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are
always welcome. Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you
can check out. Workshops may be held at pre-announced times
throughout the year on meeting nights.

Andrew Smith, President
315 E 22nd Ave, Spokane 99203, phone 216-7717
Vice President, Bob Willrich
111 N Walnut Rd, Spokane Valley WA 99206,
phone 994-4217
Mick Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Stanley Kyllo (1-yr)
Anne Franks (1-yr)

DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a
year. For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is
$15 per year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
to Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Past President, Kevin Brownlee
Greg Mee, Webmaster
Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968,
carol@northlandrosarium.com
Pat Vacha, phone 534-4901, epvacha@comcast.net
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a
trial four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of
Roses and You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at
merchant partners, and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a
lot. This is an $86 value for $10.

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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