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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

WEDNESDAY
MAY 26, 2021
6:00 PM
Those of you who were privileged to
hear John Moe speak via Zoom about
hybridizing will be looking forward
to hearing from John again this
month. This time he will be telling us
about climbing roses. I know many of
you grow climbing roses, both
standard and miniature, but we can
learn more about their management.
John is a great speaker and always
has many things to learn from his
years of experience growing roses.
Just so you know, John lives in
Federal Way, Washington, and even
though we can grumble about the
restrictions of COVID, we have the
privilege of his joining us via Zoom.
I will be sending the User ID and
passcode out with the newsletter so
you won’t miss it. I encourage all of
you to take advantage of this
opportunity where you don’t have to
leave your home, don’t have an
admittance fee, but get to hear a
great speaker. If you have a friend
who might bene it from this, as we
have said, guests are always
welcome, so you can give them the
necessary information for them to
sign in as well.
I hope to see you then!

f

Rose Ramblings

May, 2021

Hello everyone! Happy summer!
I hope everyone is enjoying the outdoors and
the mostly beautiful weather that we have been
having.
When I was thinking about what to talk to you
about this month, I began to wonder how many
of you know that I am from the South. Honestly,
even though I haven’t lived there since the
seventies, I am truly rooted in southern history. I
still have family who live there. I think that I have
mentioned in previous letters that my original love of roses was born
in my Mom and Dad’s rose garden in Nashville, Tennessee. I used to
tell my Dad, even while I was still in high school that I was going to
have a rose garden just like his someday. And I have made that
prediction come true. I have duplicated a lot of the same roses in my
garden that he loved – Charlotte Armstrong, Mr. Lincoln and Peace,
to name a few.
Another thing that I haven’t told you is that I am a custom wreath
maker. Deco Mesh is a hot item right now and I have finally figured
out how to make a rose petal wreath. Next month, I will attach a
picture of one of my rose wreaths. They really are very beautiful.
By the way, thanks to all of you or your thoughtful emails. Things
have been tough for all of us this year, but we have almost made it,
and I am thankful for that. Stay safe and enjoy the outdoors in your
rose garden.
Sincerely, Anne, President SRS
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Spokane Rose Society Website
I don’t know how many of you search for specific websites without any particular reason, and I’m not even sure how many
of you know that Spokane Rose Society does have a website: https://spokanerosesociety.com, but it is out there, just
waiting for you to discover it and our webmaster, Greg Mee, has been doing his best to keep us up to date with
happenings…or non-happenings…with our group. There is a blog page, and if you have information that would be
valuable to our members, you can email it to Greg at koroth84g@gmail.com and then he can post it for others to enjoy.
We also have a Facebook presence, for those of you who use this. (My granddaughter informed us that Facebook is for
people over 50. Well, I guess that covers a good percentage of us, doesn’t it?)

Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian
Whew! Do you realize we are nearly halfway through the year? I swear they go by more quickly as we age - perhaps
that’s telling me something. I did, however, apply myself and have pruned my nearly 200 roses, roses at the assisted
living where I volunteer, roses in front of our church and can say that getting up and down is much easier than it was as I
began in the raspberries!
The roses apparently took a shock with the extreme temperatures early this year, and while I am happy to report there
were only a couple questionable plants, most of them will thrive very well. The interesting note is the amazing number of
new basals or shoots coming up. Is that an answer to the shock they received? I don’t know, but they all look very healthy
and are growing quickly.
The strawberries that were growing in a bed next to the roses quickly determined that the water applied to the roses was
better than they were getting, so they managed to move over. Don’t get me wrong; homegrown strawberries will beat the
ones you get in the grocery store, as they actually taste like strawberries. Perhaps you take the drive to Greenbluff to get
strawberries without needing to grow them yourself, but you know what I mean, so I diligently dug my happy interlopers
and, yes, transplanted them to a new strawberry bed, far enough away that they will have problems migrating back. This
made the rose bed look a lot cleaner.
Weeds seem to have been shocked by the cold temps, too, as they are multiplying every day. Keep working on them
when they are tiny, as they are easy to eliminate at that stage. There is one weed that came to my rose bed without my
permission, and it starts as a little red, insignificant plant, but they are in great numbers. Again, they scratch out easily, but
they apparently don’t need any encouragement to return. Bindweed has always been a problem where I live, and it is
difficult to eliminate even with chemicals. Their roots go for great distances, so pulling them just gets one plant that will
continue to pop up elsewhere. To avoid Roundup or other chemicals, just keep after it, and you will discourage it to the
point you may get the upper hand. Some people call it Morning glory, but it is not the same critter.
Water is essential for your roses. We are noticing a serious signal by some of the grasses along the driveway that are not
the lawn grass. They are drying up, due to the drought conditions we are experiencing. I guess we can be happy that they
will not be spreading, but it surely signals the need to be watering our plants, and roses do like their water. In digging in
my vegetable garden I did notice that there is still moisture in the soil down a few inches, but that won’t keep your roses
happy. Automatic watering systems do a great job if you have a large number of roses, but if you have only a few, you can
do deep watering every week to accommodate their needs. The rule of thumb is an inch a week, but a lot of that depends
on the type of soil you have and the temperature. Your roses will transpire, so they need to replace that “sweat” they
produce. It will also keep your roses healthier, better able to fend off fungus disease and later in the summer the spider
mites.
Fertilizer has been applied in my garden, and this is the general 16-16-16. I have applied the organics all along, and they
break down throughout the year, feeding the roses. The fertilizer I apply in the spring is to give them the boost to get then
growing again. Fertilizers need to break down into a chemical form to be taken up into the plant, and because this is
already in a chemical form, it is ready to go.
Watch for signs of powdery mildew. The best prevention is spacing your roses so they get good air circulation. In your
pruning you have pruned to an open center on the bush, pruning back to an outward-facing bud, so until the roses really
fill in, this will allow for the air circulation provided the bushes aren’t jammed against each other. And as the plants bush
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out and fill in, the weather in our area turns hotter, and fungus diseases, excepting blackspot, don’t seem to be a problem.
To be honest, blackspot seems to be the only problem I have in my roses, and this spring with the wind we have had
continually, I would imagine any powdery mildew spores have been blown way into the next state!
Continuing education is something we all can use. Every spring Carol has the pruning demonstrations two Saturdays in
April, and there are always good crowds of people to watch and ask questions. We may think we know everything there
is, and then something new gets thrown at us and…we need help. You may grow climbers, but I know John will have good
information for us as well as maybe giving us names of some climbing roses you will want to get. So put next Wednesday
on your calendar, May 26 at 6 PM, make sure you have Zoom on your computer or phone (the picture is much better on a
computer or at least an iPad or other notebook computers) and join us. You will be glad you did.

In Memoriam
One of the things in life that is sure is we keep aging and, of course, that means we keep saying goodbye to good friends,
sometimes good friends saying the same about us. Through my involvement with the American Rose Society and the
Pacific Northwest District I have met many friends. I may not see them more than once a year due to the distance, but I
always look forward to the fall conference. Again this year it will be a Zoom conference, but in the past we have enjoyed
time with each other, sharing rose stories, meals, etc., until we headed back to our own rose gardens.
Such is the case with John Fredette, Caroline Fredette’s spouse. Many of us can all see in our mind’s eye a 6-year-old
Jason Fredette carrying a vase containing a beautiful hybrid tea rose to the show table for judging. John and Caroline
encouraged that, and this is the reason their three kids have followed in their love of roses and involvement in the Seattle
Rose Society. John passed away after fighting a debilitating disease for several years, but he left a legacy of his work in
the roses, his love for his family, and the many friends he left behind. We join with those many others in offering our
condolences to Caroline and family.
And another District person our local people may not know but who played a major part in Portland was mentioned in
“Portland Rose Chatter” edited by Rich and Charold Baer”:
“Last week 1991 PRS president Dave Erickson passed away. Dave will be remembered not only for his warmth,
generosity and sense of humor but for hosting the only rose society rose show in a tent on the roof of a building during a
storm. He will be missed.”
I encourage all of our members to consider the fall District conference. Even though this year it will be on Zoom, that is
maybe an additional incentive, as you don’t have to drive to Vancouver, Washington for the conference. You will get to
“meet” many of our district rosarians by their images on the computer, and eventually we may get back to ‘normal,’
whatever that is and will be able to meet in person again. They are great people, good friends, enjoyable company!
More information will be in this newsletter as we get closer to fall, but this is an excellent way to branch out from our local
area and learn from others, both district and national, more about roses, rose culture, and how we can do a better job with
our roses. The cost is minimal, and the education - priceless! You are also able to either ask questions or post them in the
chat area for responses by the speakers.

The Joy of Bird Feeding
This information was sent out as an email earlier, but just as a reminder, we have been invited by our president, Anne
Franks, to a special Zoom event put on by the Friends of Manito. The Joy of Birdfeeding is the talk given by David Goss,
so set your calendars of Saturday, June 19, 2021 at 11:00 AM PDT for this interesting talk.
Topic: David Goss - The Joy of Bird Feeding
Time: Saturday, Jun 19, 2021 11:00 AM Paci c Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87895428280?pwd=R01XZDM5bWxPV3hYSXJJSFYzMWkzdz09
Meeting ID: 878 9542 8280
Passcode: 683087
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From the April 2021 edition of “The Fragrant Rose,” an email newsletter published by the American Rose Society came
this tip on “home brews” for your roses. Originally from 2017 the information is still applicable today.

RI Rose Review August 2017
Home Brew for Roses
By Frank Karikas
While reading a book on companion plants for roses – that is companion plants which are bene cial to maintaining
healthy roses, I came upon a couple of paragraphs on “homemade sprays.” This got my attention and I got on-line to
pick up more information. This article is the result – hope it helps and gets you thinking.
Almost all rosarians use garden chemicals – a lot or a little. We use garden chemicals as: insecticides, fungicides, and
herbicides. I am in the little category for using these chemicals. I am in the little category for some philosophical reasons,
but mostly because all the warnings on the labels of garden chemicals scare me to the extent that I would rather not use
them. However, I hate seeing my roses being destroyed by insects, and fungi – I just hate it! So I do spray or spread
chemicals – timidly, judiciously, and seldom.
Now I have discovered that I can use home brews to combat insect pests and fungi, and unwanted plants (weeds).
Before I get to the recipes, I have to put in the WARNING LABEL. We are talking about insecticides, fungicides, and
herbicides: by de nition they are meant to KILL insects, fungi, and weeds. They must be treated with some respect.
INSECTICIDES (NOTE: The amounts given in these recipes are guidelines and not hard and fast quantities.)
Garlic Oil Spray: I love this one (I love garlic). Mince garlic – three, four, ve cloves and add the garlic to mineral oil –
several teaspoonsful. Let this mixture sit at least overnight. Strain the garlic out and mix the garlic oil with a pint of water
and a teaspoon of a biodegradable dish soap. Store in a jar and this mixture is a concentrate for future use. To use, add
several tablespoons of mixture to a pint of water and use in a generic sprayer.
Compounds in the garlic repel or kill many insects. This will work on aphids, beetles and maybe on other insects also.
The soap and oil help the mixture stick to the leaves. Do not spray during bright sunshine because the oil can burn the
leaves.
Tomato Leaf Spray: Tomatoes are part of the nightshade family and contain alkaloids which can be used e ectively on
aphids and other insects. This can be made by chopping several cups of fresh leaves and adding them to a quart of
water. You pull the bottom leaves o your tomato plants anyway. Let this mixture steep at least overnight – strain and put
in your sprayer.
Go for it spray: If garlic, onion, and cayenne pepper can all be used to make e ective sprays, why not put them all
together and make a super spray? Puree a garlic bulb, a small onion, and a teaspoon of cayenne pepper powder, with
enough water to make it work– let this mixture steep overnight. Then strain this mixture, add a tablespoon of a
biodegradable liquid soap and store in a jar in the refrigerator. This mixture will make a gallon of spray. With all these
sprays, coat the top and bottom of leaves.
NEEM OIL
Neem Oil is given its own section here as it seems to be the best product ever. It can be used as a foliar spray or a
ground drench, and is e ective as both a pesticide and a fungicide. It is available from many garden supply sources.
Read the label for dosage as in higher concentrations Neem Oil can harm your plant. Neem Oil should be applied only in
indirect light to avoid foliar burning. The only hedge I have seen about Neem Oil is that it is said to be “nearly” non-toxic
to birds, sh, bees, and wildlife – so again, read the label and use appropriately.
FUNGICIDES
MILK: Amazing but true – milk can be e ective at preventing powdery mildew. The exact reason this works is shaky but
it does – it may be that a protein in milk reacts in sunlight to create an antiseptic e ect. Percentage of fat in the milk
seems to make no di erence. A mixture of milk and water is sprayed on both the top and bottom of leaves every 10 days
or so. The mixture is 30% milk to 70% water or whatever works for you. As little as 10% milk to a maximum of 40% milk.
Spray in sunlight.
Baking Soda: This recipe is a tablespoon each of: baking soda, vegetable oil, and biodegradable dish soap. Add this
mixture to a gallon of water and spray susceptible plants weekly.
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I hope you nd this interesting and will try some of these recipes. Let me know if you have and what your experience
has been. As always, the best defense again pests and diseases is a healthy plant and compost and compost tea rate
very highly. See you in the garden.

The following information was printed in “The Florosia,” publication of the East Bay Rose Society edited by Martine
LaBelle, and published by a name you may recall 🙄 — Jolene Adams, who is currently running for Northwest Regional
Director of the American Rose Society. We have always felt the Japanese beetles stayed east of the Mississippi, but they
are perfectly capable of hitching a ride on planes or finding other ways to swim the big river, so we need to be on the
lookout and get rid of any of these delightful creatures should they appear in our garden.

Beetle Mania???
The Washington State Nursery and Landscape Association has sent out a warning that Japanese
Beetles have been found in Washington State. JBs are highly invasive pests
and a threat to more than 300 plant families, including roses, grapes, apples,
hops, and turf grass. The adult beetles damage plants by skeletonizing the
foliage. Adults also feed on buds, flowers, and fruit on the plants.
Japanese beetle larvae are found in soil associated with the roots of host
plants. They are common under turf or sod and can be moved from one
location to another in potted plants, infested turf/sod, gardening soil, and yard
waste.

JAPANESE BEETLE IDENTIFICATION
Adult JB
-Approximately 1/3 to 1/2 inch long
-Metallic green head and thorax with copper wing covers
-Sides of abdomen have ve white patches of hairs
-Tip of abdomen has two patches of white hairs
-Seen during the summer

Larva (grubs
-White “C-shaped” grub with brown/tan head and visible legs
-From 1/8 inch to 1 inch long
-Seen during the spring in the soil

An excellent recorded webinar from Washington State Ag is located at: https://watech.webex.com/recordingservice/sites/watech/recording/
4de987fcdc8946a8a6aa7e8f7eabca97/playback

In my travels as District Director for the PNW District of the American Rose Society, I have been places where these
Japanese beetles and rose chafers proliferate. They are not innocent, by any means. One of our District people who
moved to a family farm in the midwest, Lou Little, found out it is very challenging, and as you can see from the photos
here, they just chomp away, and not only on the leaves of the plant but on the very blooms themselves. So far I don’t
believe they have come to the Spokane area, but make no mistake, we don’t want them here!
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HERBICIDES (I add this for completeness – I won’t spray any herbicides anywhere near my roses.)
Vinegar: Paint it on with a foam paintbrush. This is said to work very well.
Boiling Water: Pouring boiling water on sidewalk weeds is said to be e ective. Similar to the boiling water treatment is
my latest attack on sidewalk weeds with a torch. This is e ective where there is no chance of starting a brush re.
[Editor’s note: Ask Carol Newcomb how Terry takes care of edging at their house.]
Dynamite: No I wouldn’t use dynamite unless you are a graduate of the Colorado School of Mines. However, now that I
have your attention: a vinegar, salt, and water mixture should be very e ective – but only as a last resort.

SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2021

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on the
fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00 p.m. at
the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in Spokane,
Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program each month and
refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are always welcome.
Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you can check out.
Workshops may be held at pre-announced times throughout the year on
meeting nights.

Anne Franks, President
1112 W Lincoln Blvd, Spokane, WA 99224, phone 509-981-5619
Vice President, Kevin Brownlee
2828 W Sharp Ave, Spokane WA 99201, phone 509-328-2720
Sylvia Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Cecelia Zwick (1-yr)
Warren Franks (1-yr)
Kathy Whiteside (2 yr)
Michele La Belle (2 yr)

DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a year.
For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is $15 per
year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY to
Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Past President, Andrew Smith
Greg Mee, Webmaster

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a trial
four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of Roses and
You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at merchant partners,
and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a lot. This is an $86 value
for $10.

Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968, carol@northlandrosarium.com
Anne Franks, phone 509-981-5619, awfranks06@gmail.com
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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