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We are still “Zooming” and if you have
not been successful in getting online,
either ask one of your children or
grandchildren to help you, or get some
other help. It really isn’t difficult once
you have navigated the waters a time
or two, so please don’t be intimidated.
Last month John Moe gave an
excellent PowerPoint talk about rose
hybridizing, and I believe we all came
away knowing a lot more than we had
previously. Maybe we will gain some
more amateur hybridizers through
John’s talk. And as a benefit, John has
agreed to join us once again next
month and will be discussing climbers.
So you can practice this month learning
to “Zoom” and be ready for his talk in
May.
This month we are going to talk about
pruning. I assist Rosarium Garden
Center with pruning demos each spring
and look forward to talking with people.
The one thing I emphasize is pruning
can be done any time in the spring. To
be honest, I have pruned roses
elsewhere but still have my own to
do…if I ever have time! The program
we will be seeing is one I gave at Cabin
Fever, and you will be able to ask
questions. I know there are many
knowledgeable rosarians in our group
who can chime in with their own
experiences, and that is how we learn
more, so join us next Wednesday and
feel free to participate!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy April, everyone!
Spring may tiptoe in one tulip or buttercup at a
time, but before long it’s as if the world is in bloom
and we are all thrilled with the exuberance of it all.
All of the colors seem to collide in beautiful displays
that leave us oohing and ahhing in wonderment and
amazement. The season always brings so many
reasons to celebrate, and each one is made all the more special with the
beauty of fresh flowers, usually from our own yards. From birthday parties in
the backyard to more informal gatherings on the deck, flowers, especially
our roses, add personality and beauty to any occasion.
Any of you that know me know that I spend a lot of time arranging flowers
for special occasions. I have had too many different requests to mention.
Some really challenging, some simple, but all beautiful and custom designed
according to the occasion. I love this coming season because of the sheer
abundance of blooms, filled with color and fragrance that truly delight my
senses and tickle all of my floral fancies. For me, nothing quite compares to
a summer garden in full bloom. Climbing roses ramble over stone walk
ways and trellises. For those of us who have spent countless hours
planning, planting, and nurturing our gardens, this season is the culmination
of all of our work and effort.
It goes without saying that I love my roses. I just wish that I had room for
many more. When I have an order or special request,
(Cont. on Page 2)
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President’s Message (Cont. from page 1)

as I have said before, there is nothing like going out into the back yard and, after deciding on what roses are at their peak,
cutting them and being able to cut the additional contribution of flowers that I will be using in this particular arrangement.
Whether it is a formal centerpiece, brimming with fragrance, in a silver bowl or just a handful of mixed roses tucked into a
simple Mason jar, floral displays are an important part of any occasion.
I wholeheartedly believe in the invaluable contribution of flowers. I love how a floral arrangement of roses, or any
flowers for that matter, brings instant color and personality to any occasion. Whether you purchase flowers from your
favorite florist or cut blooms from your own garden, take the time to arrange your own amazing creations. Fabulous
arrangements are just a few steps – and snips- away!

“I

must have flowers, always and always.”
--Claude Monet

Sincerely,
Annie, SRS President

Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian

Yes, that is what I should be doing. Right now I am going to finish my raspberries in the afternoon, and hopefully I will be
able to slide in between showers to start my roses. Actually, I am looking forward to the showers, as April really hasn’t
given us much to date. I know the farmers are kicking up a lot of dust, and can you believe all the strong winds we have
experienced this year? I really don’t really recall any year like this…and I’ve been around a long tine! The sad thing is the
number of trees that have been blown over, and when they land on a house or vehicle it isn’t good, one even taking the
life of a local beloved doctor.
Because you have seen a lot of new growth on your roses, and because we have not seen the rains, you may have
already started watering. What I find interesting is the snowpack in the mountains is recorded at something like 150%, yet
down at the lower elevations that is definitely not the case. Regardless, check the moisture in your rose beds to make
sure the soil down where the roots are growing is moist.
You have noticed the increased interest in gardening, obviously brought on by so many people working from home or
worse yet, being laid off because of Covid. April 10 was cold and very windy for the first pruning demo at Rosarium
Garden Center. I dressed for the cold but was sure I would be told to just return home because no one was there…NOT!
The parking lot was absolutely filled, and we had an enjoyable time pruning a few roses. This past Saturday there were
even more people there with nice sunny weather, and we actually did two sessions to get everyone in. It is wonderful to
see more people becoming interested in gardening…and of course roses…because it is a very good way to keep in
shape (after you GET in shape) and gardening is good for the soul. You can do it with others, or you can just enjoy being
out there talking to your plants!
Interesting videos: This past month I was delivering a membership card to Phyllis Hathaway (if you paid your dues and
haven’t received a 2021 membership card it is necessary to get the discounts at local garden stores) and while I was
there, Phyllis brought up two absolutely wonderful YouTube videos that you might enjoy as well as learn some good ideas.
The first was “Rose Pruning the Easy Way, the site - https://youtu.be/Y5QDGb0ZxwM. Jason from Fraser Valley Rose
Farm shows how he prunes a variety of types of roses. Located in Deroche, BC, he is a little farther inland, closer to our
climate, and since he is wearing a jacket it appears it isn’t to protect his arms from the roses.
The second video was by an amazing man. In https://youtu.be/T6UyghWWF5Y Paul, a handicapped person talks about
pruning trees. Having several apple trees in my yard, this was a real eye opener. He challenges an age-old theory of
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pruning right up to the main branch, much like we used to be given all the “rules” to follow such as pruning before any new
growth began so the rose wouldn’t “bleed.” That, of course, eliminates any cutting of blooms, deadheading or extra
removal of unwanted growth during the summer.
One more video is in response to a question I had recently from a fellow rosarian about using red worm composting in
rose beds. I have not gotten into that, but I knew someone who was in the business and has since moved away from here
to, of all places, Oklahoma, so I discussed how to use the castings. This led me to one more YouTube video: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3EYr4LrQNo, which originates in Australia but gives some ideas, not to mention the
responses following it. Maybe in my next life I will find time to get involved in this, as well as pruning the proper way on my
apple trees!
Young people and gardening: Right now we are just waiting for the weather to settle down and realize it is no longer
winter. I always start tomatoes and put the transplants in my greenhouse during the day but bring them in at night as the
greenhouse is not insulated, and I rely on little electric heaters after the plants are too numerous to bring in every night.
My enthusiasm for this was maybe the reason our grandchildren began “Jack’s Plants.” (It’s on Facebook.) They began
with tomatoes but have branched out to hanging baskets, veggies, and even some strawberry plants I am going to try this
year. Gardening is for all ages, but it is wonderful to see the young people getting involved. Their mom is totally involved
with roses, adding a good number of David Austin roses to their yard.
When and How to water: As mentioned before, this weekend appears to be bringing us some good rains, and this will
help your roses, but they need the deep moisture, so if you have a sizable number of roses, too many to hand water, a
watering system is the way to go. One of the participants at the pruning demo at Rosarium Garden Center came to me to
ask about when and how to water his roses. He asked about the time of day and about keeping the water off the leaves. I
responded by asking him if he liked taking showers! Of course, we have no control over water getting on the rose leaves
when it rains - their version of a shower - and sometimes, especially during the summer, the leaves get dirty. The main
thing is TRY to avoid wetting the leaves late in the day, as nighttime temperatures and humidity seem to encourage
fungus disease. That said, my dad broke all the rules and their roses stayed clear of powdery mildew. If you keep your
roses healthy with adequate water supplied, good air circulation and fertilization, they will do their job. After all, rain comes
at all times of the day and night, so it is only logical that it will sometimes happen in late afternoon.
Insect control: It’s about time for the aphids to appear, isn’t it? There were a number of questions asked about aphids
during the pruning demos, and yes, they can be very bothersome. I try to stay ahead of them by catching the early ones
under the developing buds on the roses, stripping them with a thumb and two fingers, knowing that as soft-bodied insects
they will not just be relocated to the ground to start over but will be dead. Sometimes, however, the weather turns warmer
than normal, and the aphids, which are asexual, meaning they all can produce young, begin to produce in large numbers.
If they are truly out of hand, you can use Safer’s Insecticidal Soap if you want to stay organic or some begin the season
with a systemic containing fertilizer and insecticide. That will not be organic, but it seems to help. For me, aphids are a
seasonal pest, and if I discourage them before long they are not a problem. Ladybugs can help if you can keep them in
your garden (someone suggested spraying them before they leave their container with I believe 7-up so their wings are
sticky and they can’t fly right away and then providing food for them right nearby to get them started). The larva are
definitely better at controlling the aphids than the adults, as it takes a ladybug nearly 5 minutes to eat one aphid (No lie! I
watched one.) but you have to wait for the larva to be produced.
I was asked about thrips control. You know, those nasty little black “sticks” that leave brown spots on the petals of your
light-colored blooms and often deform the flower? (They also bite!) The biggest problem is they are flying insects, so you
may kill those that are on the bloom today, but tomorrow a new crop comes in, so your only solution is to be out there
every other day or so with an insecticide to spray the blooms. They occur when the weather turns hot and dry, and while it
seems they only affect the light-colored blooms, it is because you don’t see the damage on the darker blooms. My
solution is to realize they are only here for a while and I just don’t have the time to spray my 200 bushes every other day.
With farm fields all around me, I know they will be
Fertilizing: After you have pruned your roses and the soil has warmed to 40 degrees or above, granular fertilizer can be
applied to get the roses growing. Organics can be applied all year, but they take time to turn into the chemical food for the
roses, so the granular is already there and ready to go to work. The organic part is you are feeding the soil as well as the
plant.
Disease: Springtime is really the only time we are challenged with powdery mildew, and as I have stressed, keep your
roses pruned toward an open center to allow for air circulation, don’t pack them in too tightly, and apply a fungicide after
you finish pruning. Keep the rose beds clear of debris and remove last year’s lingering leaves which might carry the
disease spores on them. The reason for my applying a fungicide is for blackspot which seems to favor certain roses. No
matter what I do, I still find it creeping in. Unlike powdery mildew which succumbs to treatment, blackspot is easier to
prevent than to cure. I honestly try to stay away from many chemical applications, but the fungicide in the spring after
pruning is my chemical of choice. Healthy roses do better during the growing season and are much more likely to survive
anything winter can supply.
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speaking of…have you paid your dues?
Due to Covid-19 last year, we didn’t have our normal programs, and for that reason we just gave you
all a bonus of that year on your membership. This year we are going to be having Zoom meetings
until hopefully things will return to our old normal. THEREFORE…dues are due, and this is the month
we cut off unpaid memberships.
We don’t want to lose you, and we even encourage you to let a friend know. We send out links for the
Zoom meetings to everyone the week of the meetings, and we want rose lovers to know more about
the proper care and feeding of their ‘babies.’ Sometimes we try to encourage someone to join us and
they say they just don’t have time to attend the meetings. But with all the “stay at home” work that is
being done now, we find we can grab a cup of coffee and sit for a half hour to watch an educational
(hopefully) Zoom program. This may be the future of many groups. We also encourage those who just
want to come as a guest to see what we offer. If you send their email address to
lynnschafer@gmail.com the link will be sent to them as well. Then they can decide if they want to join
or not.
In the meantime, if you have not paid your dues for this year…or if you think a mistake was made and
you are paid in full…either send the check - $10 for email copy, $15 for postal copy - to Lynn Schafer,
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah WA 99018, or email the link above and let me know so we can correct our
records.

Coming Plant Sales
The nice thing about working in your garden is the plants cannot (to my knowledge) give you Covid. The fresh air is much
better than breathing through a mask, so if you are alone, that is the place to be. And there has been a plethora of new
gardeners in our area and probably all over the country. Working from home is probably the main reason, but gardening is
a good way to exercise, get fresh air, and just feel good (if you don’t overdo it!). Garden centers, nurseries and online
sources are very busy, plants selling out quickly. But here is your chance to take advantage of some very good deals.
First, It’s time for the annual Garden Fair & Plant Sale sponsored by the Spokane Master Gardeners. Due to Covid
guidelines, we are unable to have a sale in person so instead sales will be held online with plant pickups scheduled at the
time of purchase. The online shopping site will open on Saturday, April 24 and remain open through May 8; you will be
able to access the link for the shopping site by visiting MGFSC.org/plant-sale on April 24.
So what’s for sale? First and foremost, we always aim to provide the healthiest plants available and at thrifty prices.
Among the plants o ered this year are 110 varieties of tomatoes and peppers from the sweetest tomato to the hottest
pepper plus a large variety of herbs all grown by Master Gardeners. Also featured will be pollinator and native plants
suited to our growing area plus ornamental grasses, blueberry plants, annuals and more. Mark your calendar for April 24,
visit MGFSC.org/plant-sale, and get the link to our new plant shopping site.
We have one more bargain available and that is membership. Everyone who is a 2021 Master Gardener Foundation
member before April 19, either a certi ed Master Gardener or a Friend of the Foundation, is eligible to shop the sale two
days early, plus you’ll receive a 10% discount on plant purchases, and last but not least you’ll receive discounts from our
nursery partners throughout the year. Visit MGFSC.org/purchase-membership for more information. Let’s get ready to
garden!
THEN…ASSOCIATED GARDEN CLUBS OF SPOKANE IS HAVING A PLANT SALE!
This year’s sale is by appointment only.
Location: Manito Park's AGC Greenhouse
Appointments are available on numerous dates through May 8th.
As always, we have a broad selection of hanging baskets, container plantings, perennials, annuals,
vegetables and select collectibles.
We ask for a minimum purchase of $25 per appointment. All proceeds will support the AGC community grant
program in 2021.
Call (509) 309-3983 to schedule your personal shopping experience
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Save the Date - A Weekend of Roses
You might think it’s too early to start thinking about FALL. But it’s not too early to start thinking about our fall conference. In
the past we have had physical attendance. While we kept our costs minimal so you basically had your travel expense,
your motel room to consider with $45 for the meeting, we are still not in the clear. So… to keep in touch with our friends all
around the District, we will again be having a Zoom conference. Last fall it was great to see the faces, if only on the
computer screen, and to interact with fellow rosarians. It’s not like the “good old days” of fun and fellowship over a meal or
just talking, but it’
The Pacific Northwest District Fall Conference ‘A Weekend of Roses’ is scheduled for October 30 -31, 2021 via Zoom.
We will have more information and a registration form in a later issue. This conference is open to anyone interested in
learning more about roses, enjoying a weekend with rose friends and making new friends who enjoy roses. Friday
evening will be an Arrangement Workshop featuring our own PNW District arrangement co-chairs Gracie Baker and Jim
Sadler with Saturday featuring guest speakers from other districts around the country. This will be an epic event you won’t
want to miss!
I always look forward to this event, and I hope you will, too.

NOTES FROM OTHER GARDENS
Now I know we will not see this in the Spokane area, but it was very interesting to see in the April newsletter of Seattle
Rose Society a photo by Caroline Fredette of a bloom of ‘Honor’ taken March 7 of this year as she was pruning. It
survived the February snow storm where Seattle was ‘blessed’ with about a foot of snow at the Fredette
home, and to be honest, it looks like a very nice bloom. Thanks for sharing that with us, Caroline, as it
shows us that roses, first of all, do not really go dormant but just take a nap and, second, they are far
hardier than some would like us to believe. Hmmm, I think we missed that snow storm. Sorry, Caroline,
but we have had bad snow storms in the past, so we certainly can relate.
And she followed up in her article by showing cane damage from rabbits. The outer bark of the cane has
been chewed off as you can see, and the cane has been badly damaged. Since this is low to the
ground, there may not be a bud eye below that damage, so you have lost a beautiful cane in its entirety.
(Harry Rendle had a way to handle this problem when he lived out in Spokane Valley, but for all you
bunny lovers I won’t go into detail!)
All this to say that roses grow in all climates in the United States (and all over the world). We may have
the winter cold and often snow with which to contend, but everyone has their challenges. We are blessed
to be free from many of the diseases that plague other areas, from (knock on wood) Japanese beetles decimating the
rose blooms with little help in controlling them. Yes, many have issues with deer, and other than a 12-foot fence there is
little way to control them. I did hear one gentleman at one of the classes tell of using the motion sprinklers with great
success. He did have a problem with them spraying the UPS deliverer, so he had to set them for nighttime which is when
the deer are a problem, but he also said they help with dogs who think your yard is their restroom.
We may be limited by social distancing and the inability to meet together to talk about roses and their good and bad traits,
but that doesn’t eliminate communication. I have talked to other people as we complain about how so many people live
with their phone in one hand, even at the expense of conversations going on around them. But then I think of how many
ways we have to communicate with one another for positive results.
If you have a question about your roses, or if you have some great idea you would like to pass along, we encourage this
via email, messaging, texting, even phone calls. We can all learn from one another, and since we ARE the Spokane
ROSE Society, we know the reason we are interested is we love our roses. So you can contact any one of us who are
listed on the back of this newsletter, and we can either help you with an issue or you can give us tips that can be given to
others in this newsletter or by email. We are ALL learning!
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2021
Anne Franks, President
1112 W Lincoln Blvd, Spokane, WA 99224, phone 509-981-5619
Vice President, Kevin Brownlee
2828 W Sharp Ave, Spokane WA 99201, phone 509-328-2720
Sylvia Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Cecelia Zwick (1-yr)
Warren Franks (1-yr)
Kathy Whiteside (2 yr)
Michele Opsal (2 yr)

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on the
fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00 p.m. at
the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in Spokane,
Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program each month and
refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are always welcome. Our
rose library has rose-related books and videos you can check out. Workshops
may be held at pre-announced times throughout the year on meeting nights.
DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a year.
For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is $15 per year.
Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY to Lynn
Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Past President, Andrew Smith
Greg Mee, Webmaster

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a trial
four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of Roses and
You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at merchant partners,
and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a lot. This is an $86 value
for $10.

Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968, carol@northlandrosarium.com
Anne Franks, phone 509-981-5619, awfranks06@gmail.com
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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