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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
WEDNESDAY
MARCH 24, 2021
Well, I can’t say that our February
meeting was a rip-roaring success, but
for those of you who were not able to
“Zoom in,” we had a good discussion.
We are going to continue on with the
Zoom thing until we can meet in
person, and this month we are going to
deal with Hybridizing Roses. I know a
number of you came to the meeting
where we broke apart the rose hips and
saw what we would be working with to
actually create a rose of our own.
John Moe has been involved with rose
hybridizing for many years. His late
wife, Mitchie, created some wonderful
miniature roses, and she focused on
HT form in her creations. Because of
John’s expertise, we will be seeing a
Power Point program which is very
detailed, and I think it will be good.
So join us at 6 PM this coming
Wednesday, March 24, and learn what
it takes to create your own rose. The
link will be sent out this coming
week. If you haven’t experienced a
Zoom meeting and aren’t sure what to
do, call or email one of us (listed on the
back of the newsletter, and we will work
it out.
Cabin Fever seemed to be a great
success, in spite of it being all on line.
On the Friday after each presenter’s
program there was a Question-Answer
session by the speakers of that week..
Thank you, Master Gardeners, for
working this out. It all came together
quite nicely!

Spring drew on…and a greenness grew over those
brown beds, which, freshening daily, suggested the
thought that Hope traversed them at night, and le
each morning brighter traces of her steps.
CHARLOTTE BRONTE, JANE EYRE
In these first days of Spring, we awake to a desire
to get outside, to work in the garden…to create.
The “greenness grows over the brown beds” of
our yards and surroundings, the sun shines and
our mood grows happier. We just can’t help it. The first sightings of
robins, the small birds singing, the tulips peeking through the ground,
and the first yellow blooms of forsythia and daffodils make us joyful and
renewed. I like to think of my flower gardens as an extension of my
home, in a way. It is always changing. I truly love walking around the
rose beds and editing. Where can I be the most creative in my limited
space? It seems that I can always find room for one more beautiful rose!
We have a good program planned for this month and Lynn will be telling
you about that in this newsletter. Until we are allowed back into Manito’s
meeting room, I guess our meetings will be confined to Zoom. One little
hint. Sometimes when I am pruning, I have a problem clipping large
limbs. My pruners are very good but I have arthritis in my hands. So
that’s when I start sawing. I bought myself a tiger tooth curved folding
saw and I love it. It cuts on the pull-stroke and cuts twice as fast as an
ordinary saw. Just a little tidbit that I wanted to share with you.
Go outside and enjoy the beauty of the season!
Sincerely, Annie, SRS President
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worm castings
At the recent Cabin Fever, a question/answer forum was set for the Friday after each speaker’s talk. A question was
posed to me regarding the use of worm castings in rose beds. I haven’t done that, depending on those critters that live IN
my rose beds, but a friend of mine has a business with red worm castings. He and his wife have moved to Oklahoma, but
he did give me some advice I wanted to pass along.
He said there are three ways to use castings: 1) put some in the hole when planting; 2) top dress by scattering over the
soil in the rose bed and scratching it in; and 3) most interesting for roses, Jack Chambers, Sonoma Valley Worm Farm,
says if you make a compost tea with castings and spray the roses it acts as a foliar feed and prevents blackspot. “He has
beautiful, huge roses.”
For the compost tea, in a 5-gallon bucket of water add a cup or two of castings tied up in cheesecloth and a tablespoon of
dried molasses (to feed the microbes). Put in an air pump (you can get it at Walmart in the fish department). Let it run for
24 hours, and use quickly as the microbes will start to die.
There is a business in Otis Orchards that sells worm castings for any of you who would like to try this, particularly another
questioner who asked if there was an organic method for getting rid of blackspot. It’s Marle Worm Growers, 24411 E
Joseph Ave, Otis Orchards, WA 99027, phone number 509 928-3995. website www.marlewormgrowers.com.

Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian

For those in other areas of the country, spring is well under way, but looking at the rose bushes in my yard, they have a
ways to go before I begin my ‘campaign’ to put them in their places. As I have said before, I really am not in love with my
roses in the spring, but if there were only five or six of them it would not be so bad.
For those of you who are rather new to growing roses, I can only offer one piece of advice: You WON’T kill your roses by
pruning. I can recall years ago some gentleman on the national level who talked about just using his lawn mower on his
miniature roses. I don’t know if he actually did this, but it certainly could be classified as radical! I love my minis too much
to treat them that way. As for timing of your pruning, I have said before that roses don’t really go dormant but enter a state
of quiesence, ceasing to grow until the temperatures signal that it’s time to get growing. Therefore, what is good for one
area of Spokane may not be the same in the colder areas. The best clue is when you see buds start to swell or even
break. And although we were taught years ago that we needed to prune before new growth began to keep the roses from
‘bleeding,’ that would also eliminate cutting any blooms during the summer. It is a good idea, however, to prune before
they put a lot of effort into parts that you are going to discard. The weather and the state of the buds on your bushes will
give you the best clue as to when to start.
Shrub roses and OGRs are a good place to start your pruning job. Of course with Old Garden Roses you don’t want to cut
back the canes that will be producing blooms this year if they are the once-blooming types, or you lose your blooms for
the season. Will it kill your bush? No, but you will just have leaves to enjoy. For repeat blooming OGRs you can get a bit
tougher with your pruning, but perhaps the best advice is what we would do with the once bloomers - cut out the dead or
twiggy branches, shape the bush as you want it, and let it do its thing. The same goes with shrub roses. Shrubs are just
that - landscaping material, so you don’t want to cut them down as we do with modern roses such as hybrid teas. Give
them a haircut to a pleasant appearance.
Next, if you have miniature roses, you can begin with them, pruning them to the way they like to grow. With a rose like
‘Popcorn’ that gets very full and bushy, I find it easiest to just shape the bush and not get too tied up with removing a lot of
canes, because that is the nature of the beast. It just grows thick and full - like a popcorn ball! If you have grown your
miniature roses for a number of years, you probably have seen their growth habit, and you can prune to that. One of my
favorite roses, ‘Dr. John Dickman,’ sent up a three-foot cane last year. You see, many of our miniature roses are bred
using their big cousins, so they forget that they were told to be miniature. If you see a cane growing much taller than the
rest, you have two options. You can just cut it back to size…or you can let it bloom first before cutting it back. I usually do
the latter, as I can’t bear to cut off all the potential flowers that are forming.
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ROSE LOGIC, Cont.
Now that you have the miniatures groomed for spring, you can start with the big roses, the hybrid teas, grandifloras,
floribundas and climbers. The climbers are easy, because I just nip back dead ends and cut out big old growth that is not
productive. If you prune them down severely you lose all the height they created last year, and you don’t want to do that.
Hybrid teas and grandiflora roses are pruned down to light green or white centers
on the canes. Leaving brown canes just invites disease and insects. With a
severe winter, which we didn’t have this year, you may need to cut them down to
the bud graft or, with own root roses, to the ground or nearly there, but if the root
is alive on own root roses and if the bud graft has not been frozen, you will soon
see that the rose is beginning to grow again, and by mid June you won’t know
why you were so worried, as the bush has recovered and enjoying the haircut.
You always try to cut to an outward facing bud to encourage the bush to grow
outward, leaving an open center at least until mid summer when it just grows
where it wants to grow. Air circulation in the bush is very important for the health
of the plant. Powdery mildew loves tight quarters.
One of the questions asked from the Cabin Fever presentations was “Is there an
organic treatment for blackspot.” I’m not sure there is one out there, and I suggested the best way to handle blackspot is
to be sure and remove leaves from the bush when pruning to eliminate it there, be sure the bed is clean from any fallen
leaves, and try a fungicide like GreenCure® which is a sodium bicarbonate organic spray. I know it has been found helpful
for powdery mildew, but blackspot can be very problematic. Clean rose beds are probably the best thing you can do for
that.
People who live in warmer climates will tell you to cut back to three to five canes
on a hybrid tea or grandiflora, but our winters sometimes take their toll, and our
roses need a gentle touch, so I start with nice canes I hope to keep, and if they
don’t show signs of life right down to the ground, I fall back on lesser choices. If
you cut out all the ones you don’t plan to keep and then find out the good ones are
dead, you have nothing to replace them. So start by pruning back the best canes.
The 45-degree angle for the cut was always stressed as ‘gospel’ when I first joined
Spokane Rose Society, but don’t worry about measuring. Just cut at an angle
away from the bud and so that the lower part of the angle is about a quarter inch
above the bud so you don’t cut off the food source for the developing bud - like the
one on the right..
For the floribundas you grow - one of my favorite roses - you don’t want to give them the severe haircut you use on the
hybrid teas, as they produce many blooms, most of the time in clusters but not always, throughout the summer. Cut out
dead and broken canes, shape the bush, and then enjoy them all summer long. If any of you grow polyanthus roses, they
are pruned similar to floribundas - clean out the dead and broken growth and gently prune them back to shape them.
If you still have questions about things I haven’t discussed, feel free to email me - lynnschafer@gmail.com - and we will
take care of the details.

I promised last month that I would copy an article written by Rich Baer. I don’t know about you, but I always enjoy
stretching my brain muscles a little to learn new things. Oh, it may not last very long, but it is enjoyable while it is there!
With Rich, I know they are educational and trustworthy, so here is his article on Botany which he graciously allowed me to
use:

A LITTLE BOTANY by Rich Baer Master Rosarian and Botanist
As a person who grew up as a plant person and obtaining a plant educa on including advanced degrees in Botany I am very a uned
to the lingo of the plant world. As with any specialty there are a lot of words that are special to the eld and are o en misused. As
long as it does not lead to any communica on problems. It really does not ma er. If roses have thorns or not is not a major problem
because we all understand what roses do have, what exactly we call them, the correct word for them is prickles, causes no problems.
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Every day that we do go out into our rose
gardens we observe the roses growing. I believe that this year (2020) they have done
exceedingly well with great vigor and many many blooms. However, do we ever look at that rose
growth very carefully and up close. As a botanist I am always watching to see exactly what my
roses are doing so that I can gain more apprecia on for what I am seeing. A number of visitors
to my garden this year have commented on how tall my roses are. I generally reply that because
I look at them more as a garden, how high the owers are is not a concern. The picture on the
right represents a typical new stem growing from an old stem at the point that the last
deadheading was done. The stem typically grows rather rapidly, producing leaves at intervals
from nodes along the stem as it grows. At each of these nodes, at the base of the leaf is a
vegeta ve bud. At this point in its growth you will never seed any side shoots developing from
this shoot. If you look closely at a stem you can nd the ny buds at the very base of each leaf
located along the stem. At the very p of this stem there are thousands of cells called the apical
meristem. These cells divide into non di eren ated cells. That is they are not leaf cells or stem
cells. They will eventually become speci c cells that will grow into leaves and other ssues along
the stem as me passes. But back at the p of the stem, the meristem cells con nue to divide
and at the same me they are producing new cells, they are also producing auxin, the most well
know plant hormone. This auxin travels down the stem and its presence prevents any of the
new buds that have formed at the nodes from growing, thus the reason that you rarely see side
shoots on the newly developing canes. At a me that is determined by several factors, including
environmental and hormonal the vegeta ve stem will become reproduc ve. The meristem cells
produce cells that become the forerunners of a ower. Once the ower bud begins to grow it
occupies the p of the stem and there are no longer any meristem cells. All of the new parts
have been produced by the meristem cells, the stem and foliage beneath them and the growing
ower bud above them. The picture “reproduc ve stem” shows the existence of the ower bud
from the p of the stem. When you can rst see the ny bud it is the rst me you will no ce
that the stem is about to bloom, but the produc on of this new bud has been going one for
quite a while. With the disappearance of the meristem cells there is also no more produc on of
auxin at the p of the stem. The reduc on in the concentra on of auxin in the stem allows the
previously inhibited buds near the p of the stem to begin growing. Depending upon the variety
of rose the number of these stems which begin growing can vary. You probably know that part
of the de ni on of the hybrid tea rose is one that grows with one ower per stem. Without
disbudding you rarely get just one bud and ower per stem, you usually get more than one bud
at the p of the stem. The picture le and below represents what a single bloom looks like.
There is the developing ower which is a ached to the plant by a stem.
However this a aching piece is not a stem but varies from any other stem on the plant in
several ways. This structure also has its own unique name and is called the “peduncle”. The
most obvious di erence you can see by looking at it is that it has no nodes. No leaves have
developed along its length. It does however originate at a leaf node, much as any other stem on
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One li le phrase for describing these of roses classes does however bother me and I have spoken about it a number of mes and
that is referencing roses that have one row of petals as being single petaled roses. This problem came from exhibi ng roses. One rose
in a vase for entry purposes is referred to as a single rose. So, then what do we
call a rose that has four to eight petals in one row around the bloom. To
di eren a it from one rose in a vase it began to be referred to as a single
petaled rose. The picture to the le is what a collec on of four single petaled
roses would look like. In nature there are no single petaled roses. The minimum
number of petals in any rose currently known is four which is the number of
petals in Rosa Omeiensis Pteranctha also called the wingthorn rose. This is the
rose with the very large red prickles which is the reason those who grow it do so.
For the sake of exhibi on the American Rose Society has de ned a single rose as
one which has between 4 and 8 petals. Personally, I nd single roses to be very
a rac ve and probably have as many as 20 or more of them in my rose
collec on.

the rose plant. If you deadhead by snapping o the dead owers this peduncle usually
cleanly snaps o at its origin when you push it over. If you do remove dead owers this
way, just grasp the peduncle between thrum and fore nger and bend to the le or right.
A er it breaks o , look at the p of the stem le on the rose bush and you will see at its
very end a leaf. It may be a regular leaf that you will recognize as a leaf or it may be just a
li le green fold which does not look like a leaf but it is. If you tried to break a rose stem
you will not nd that it will cleanly break away from the plant as does the peduncle.
Some mes the peduncle will not snap o cleanly but usually it does, if you have tried
deadheading this way you know what I mean.
Almost always a er you see a stem
become reproduc ve with a owering bud
at the p of the stem you will see
addi onal buds beginning to grow as well.
With the absence of auxin to inhibit the
growth of the side buds on the rose stem,
they o en begin to grow. As you can see in
the picture below right we o en see side buds beginning to grow from just below the
peduncle. In this case, you can see the two nodes, they are at the base of the leaves
projec ng to the right and le . From the very top node the peduncle of the new
bloom is growing as is one of the side buds. In hybrid tea roses it is o en the norm
that at least the top two nodes will produce side buds. If you could watch the
progress microscopically what you would see would not be just the emerging of the
two side buds. The bud at the base of the leaf would begin to grow just like any bud
on the bush. However, it would not grow like a stem for very long. It quickly changes
to a reproduc ve stem and begins to produce a peduncle and bloom. However the
stem o en will grow enough before this happens to produce enough normal rose
stem to have two or three leaves and thus nodes. So each of these side buds is produced just like the major bud that is at the p of
the stem. In most cases the buds at the nodes on these side
bud stems do not grow so we have the main bud with an
indeterminate number of side buds.
Everything is the same for each of these side buds as it is for
the major bud that originally was produced. So we have stems
with ny lea ets at two or three nodes below the Peduncle and
bloom. The same thing can happen here that happened to the
main stem, side buds can begin to grow. They can grow with
the same results as we had before. They will produce very
small stems that can have several nodes and ny leaves and a
bud and peduncle on their end. This can lead to a very large
spray of roses being produced at the end of the main stem if
they
are allowed to proceed. This is what happens in the case of
many of the oribunda roses and other roses which are grown
as landscape roses for color.
The picture to the right depicts the blooming of one such rose
called gree ngs a shrub rose from Jackson and Perkins. The
main bud can be seen in the center and is showing color. You
can follow the progress of this spray in the stems below. Below
the main bud side shoots began to grow and produce stems and
buds. Then from those shoots addi onal side shoots grew and produced buds and there are places in this spray where there is a
fourth group of buds being produced. All of the stems and Peduncles grow from a node that is marked by the presence of a
rudimentary leaf, but a leaf just the same. There are no peduncles which originate from other peduncles and there are no stems that
do not originate from other stems.
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There was a reason for trying to establish how owers are
produced on the ends of rose stems and the importance of the
peduncle. Which as I hope you see exists from the bo om of the
bloom to the rst node from which it came. In this case the node
can be easily seen as there is a lea et growing from where it
emanates from the stem. There is no incidence in which one
peduncle arises from another peduncle, they always begin at a
stem node and end at the base of the growing ower.
Plant Taxonomy is the science that nds, iden es, describes, classi es and names plants. Every part of the plant is examined in
determining how to classify it. The reproduc ve parts are very important in this classi ca on of plants overall. The way the owers
are arranged when they bloom is very important as well. In roses the presenta on of the owers is very much at random. The
vegeta ve p produces a bud and then all sorts of di erent combina ons can occur below the rst bloom. In many plants the
presenta on of the blooms is not at random but occurs in
a speci c way for any one variety of plant and the
presenta on is called an in orescence. The names of most
of the di erent types of in orescences are probably not
known to many, but there are a few that are familiar.
Probably the most common would be the head. This is the
type of ower presenta on in plants such as sun owers.
There is one peduncle formed at the p of the vegeta ve
stem, just like in the rose, however that peduncle begins to
divide and re-devide many mes over. The stems that are
produced by this division of the peduncle are called
pedicels. In the case of the sun ower each of the pedicles
produces a ower at its p and they grow such that the
structure that we know as a sun ower head is formed. In
the representa on to the le are many of the di erent
ways that plants produce their owers. In any one type of
ower, sun ower for example, every me the vegeta ve
stem becomes reproduc ve and produces a reproduc ve
peduncle a head will be the result. The type of
in orescence formed by any one variety of plant will
always be the same as it is in the gene cs of the plant to grow that par cularly way. A rose may in random may produce a spray of
blooms that resemble one of these classic in orescence types, but it will not be a repeatable event. The occurrence will be strictly
accidental since the gene cs of the rose have it produce its owers in the way previously described with each bloom arising from the
stem of the plant on an individual peduncle.
Another common type of in orescence is the umbel. The peduncle that is produced branches into any number of di erent pedicles
each having a ower at it p. Probably one example known to gardeners would be the carrot or Queen Anne’s Lace. You can turn the
ower over, the in orescence, and see how the peduncle is divided over and over again producing the classic look of the Queen
Anne’s Lace ower head. In each of examples in the diagram you will no ce that the peduncle is emerging from the last leaf on the
stem and then there are no leaves on it as it grows and divides.
As a botanist I observe of what is going on in the garden at a li le di erent level than the average gardener, which is not necessarily
good or bad. But I think that the more you know about the things you enjoy the more than you can enjoy
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In this case the original terminal bud will bloom rst, and then all
of the rst wave of side buds will bloom at the same me. Then
each addi onal wave of buds will mature and bloom in sequence.
That is why disbudding large sprays can become tedious to the
exac ng exhibitor. But in the garden we just let them bloom to
produce the great color spots that they can become.

The usage of the word in orescence has become the dominant way that rose sprays are described in the judging guidelines for roses.
I believe that the term is being misused and all collec ons of rose blooms on one stem should be referred to as sprays. In referring to
the individual blooms of a spray the term oret is o en used to describe them, and I believe that botanically this is incorrect as well.
The word oret botanically refers to the ny owers of some grasses. It is correctly used for the owers of cauli ower or broccoli or
members of the compositae family like sun owers.

Due to Covid (thank you very much!) the Master Gardeners plant sale has been moved. Here are the details:
The Master Gardener Foundation of Spokane County welcomes you and the Members of the Spokane Rose Society to
attend our annual Garden Fair & Plant Sale held April 24 thru May 8, 2021. Please share the attached flyer for this virtual
plant sale with your membership and your community.
The Foundation sponsors the Garden Fair & Plant Sale to benefit the Master Gardener program of Spokane County. This
year we’re unable to have our full-day sale in-person, but the next best thing is an online sale with a scheduled plant
pickup! So, what’s available?
•
Tomato and pepper starts carefully grown by Master Gardeners;
•
A variety of herbs;
•
Pollinator and native plants suited to our growing area;
•
Ornamental grasses;
•
Blueberry plants;
•
and More!
Visit the Foundation website, MGFSC.org, on April 24 to access the online shopping. Become a Member of the
Foundation in 2021 before April 19, 2021 and get the season’s Member discounts at local nurseries, PLUS an early
appointment sign-up for online sales AND receive a 10% discount at the Garden Fair & Plant Sale.
Plant pickup will be by appointment only at Vicki’s Garden Center Greenhouse in Spokane, WA.
For info on 2021 Garden Fair: https://www.mgfsc.org/plant-sale
For more info on becoming a Member of the Master Gardener Foundation of Spokane County and on Foundation Member
discounts: https://www.mgfsc.org/purchase-membership
Let’s get ready for spring! Gloria Jean Baca, Vice President, Master Gardener Foundation of Spokane County
222 N Havana Street, Spokane, WA 99202 mgfsc.org
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them. I have a number of plant growing in pots that I am able to observe closely most
every day of their growing cycle including one that has fascinated my for the last three
years. When I rst say Asclepias physocarpa in a catalog I knew I wanted to experiment
in my garden with it. The taxonomist recently renamed it to Gomphocarpus
physocarpus but it is the same plant. It has many common names, including balloon
ower, and Family Jewels tree. But it is a member of the plants that Monarch
bu er ies feed on. I would like to see them in our part of Oregon. I have never seen
one here in my over forty years of gardening here, but there is always hope. This plant
produces owers in an in orescence known as an umbel, you can nd it in the diagram
of types. The peduncle originates from a node on the stem of the plant and grows and
then it begins to divide into pedicels, normally with this plant there will be ve to
seven, each of which will bear one ower. I have nine of these plants growing around
the yard all of which are over 8 feet tall and there are literally thousands of bloom on
them and every one of the is produced by exactly the same type of structure, the
umbel. There is no randomness to all of the owers, every one of the in orescences
look exactly the same. So you see it certainly in not a random occurrence that the owers are produced in umbels, the gene cs of
the plant makes every one of them the same. Going back to the rose you might nd ve or six bloom that are presen ng themselves
such they look like they are an umbel, but it will certainly be random and will not repeat with any regularity, and besides each one of
the blooms would be on its own peduncle.

SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2020
Anne Franks, President
1112 W Lincoln Blvd, Spokane, WA 99224, phone 509-981-5619
Vice President, Kevin Brownlee
2828 W Sharp Ave, Spokane WA 99201, phone 509-328-2720
Sylvia Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Cecelia Zwick (1-yr)
Warren Franks (1-yr)
Kathy Whiteside (2 yr)
Michele Opsal (2 yr)

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on
the fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00
p.m. at the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in
Spokane, Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program
each month and refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are
always welcome. Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you
can check out. Workshops may be held at pre-announced times throughout
the year on meeting nights.
DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a
year. For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is $15
per year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
to Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times
a year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Past President, Andrew Smith
Greg Mee, Webmaster
Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968, carol@northlandrosarium.com
Anne Franks, phone 509-981-5619, awfranks06@gmail.com
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a trial
four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of Roses and
You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at merchant
partners, and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a lot. This is
an $86 value for $10.

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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