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Pennies from Heaven

WEDNESDAY
MARCH 27, 2019
6:30 PM
We are going to be in for a real
treat in more ways than one.
First, for the seniors in our midst
(of which there are quite a few)
we are going to do something
you may never have tried.
Don’t worry! We won’t make you
work at this one. We will be doing
a Skype program featuring
Rebecca Reed, representative
for David Austin English Roses.
Skype, you say? You will be able
to watch Rebecca on the big
screen in the meeting room and
interact with her throughout the
program, ask questions, get
answers, etc.
So even if you don’t use a
computer, even if you have never
even used FaceTime, you won’t
want to miss this meeting and
see what you have been missing
all this time.
Yes, we will have refreshments,
and what better than to be with
our rose friends again after a
long winter, most of which came
in February!

Rose Ramblings

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Andrew Smith, President
Happy Spring! Well, almost… I hope you are all ready for
a great year, and excited for a season of fun events,
experienced guest speakers and insightful classes. I am
really excited for the lineup this year, and I think our Rose
Show will be a smash hit with Ping Lim as a guest
speaker and a new location at the valley community center, but most of all
I’m excited to hang out with you all at the meetings and catch up.
I think it goes without saying that this winter has been a hard one, some of
us more than others, but after we’ve all made it through, I so look forward
to seeing all of your faces and celebrating spring with you.
Please take the time to read through this newsletter and mark your
calendars for all of the exciting events you won’t want to miss out on! And
if you have any questions or want your voice to be heard concerning event
ideas, or anything really regarding the SRS, feel free to email me directly
or come to any of our board meetings to let us know!
(Cont. on page 2)
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(President’s Message, Cont. from page 1)
We are happy to have contributing members, and want our club to thrive as much as our own gardens, which means
including everyone.
Andrew Smith
Spokane Rose Society President

SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March - We have already presented our March program on page 1 of this newsletter, but we hope for a great turnout, as
it should be exciting and something we haven’t done before.
April – Joel Fields will be with us to discuss soils, how we can improve them, what makes up a good soil for our roses,
and he will be able to answer questions you may have.
May – Another new thing for us. A representative from Plants of the Wild located in Tekoa, Washington will tell us about
their operation and the plants they have available. You may be surprised about this company located outside a small town
in Whitman County.
June – This of course is rose show month, but we are very excited about the day. First,
we will be holding it at CenterPlace in Spokane Valley. This is where The Inland Empire
Gardeners hold their meetings, but it is a venue for weddings and all sorts of events. You may
recall we met there when the ARS president Jolene Adams visited us. Well, this year we will be
having a phenomenal hybridizer, Ping Lim, as our afternoon speaker. Ping drew standing
crowds the last time he was here. Northland Rosarium carries a number of his roses, and one
of our distant members, Alexa Peterson, told of Ping’s visit at their annual banquet for Puyallup
Rose Society. They auctioned off one of Ping’s roses, and Alexa ended up the winner at a high
price, but this is the rose. And another photo Alexa included showed this rose had amazing
foliage! Ping is a delightful speaker, and he has created some beautiful roses like this one,
including several in memory of 9/11.
July and August – We are planning rose garden tours for these two months, as that is when the roses are at their peak
and blooming well. Last year we planned to have a tour of Manito’s Rose Hill with Steve Smith giving the tour. Then the
fires happened, and with all the smoke it was unsafe to be out there, so we had to cancel what would have been an
interesting and enlightening tour. We hope to reschedule that for this summer. And Bob Willrich has also arranged for
another tour including a private garden. More details will be available when we find out the specific dates of these two
tours, but garden tours prove to be very educational, because you also get to see how others set up their rose beds and
the various ideas they use.
September – is when we have our in-house rose show, just so you can see the roses people have grown in a variety of
gardens. We encourage EVERYONE to bring roses for this show in whatever container you wish to use. Then we have
ALL those attending act as the judges to select what they believe is the best in each class. We also go back over the
winners to explain why they won or what the “judges” missed in their calls.
October – this is the one official meeting we have each year. We allow the board to take care of business the rest of the
time to allow for you to just get to enjoy the program without the lengthy readings of minutes, reports, etc. We want our
members to feel their time is well spent coming to the meetings, but we do have to conduct official business at times, such
as election of officers and approval of the budget. So don’t neglect to do your part. Your vote is important, but we need
you to come to the meeting to provide this.
th

th

November – is the one month we deviate from our “4 Wednesday” meetings. Because the 4 Wednesday comes very
close to Thanksgiving, we move the date to earlier in November and have either a potluck or a gathering at a local
restaurant. In recent years people have preferred a potluck, but here again, you can voice your opinion to any of your
officers or board members if you’d rather meet at a restaurant. This closes out our year of roses, so we hope you will take
advantage of as many of these programs as possible.
Rose Ramblings
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Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian

I will admit my yard is no where near my heading out there with the
wheelbarrow and tools! Yes, the snow is receding rapidly, but it has a
long way to go when you see the amount of snow over my north side
rose garden. Even my raspberries are just peaking out the top of the
drift, which is level to the fence behind it. When I saw the sun just
beginning to rise I couldn’t resist taking this picture But these 65-degree
days make the snow melt rapidly, the snow has been reduced
substantially, and before long the work will begin. If it weren’t for the
beauty we enjoy all summer long, growing a couple hundred roses
makes me question my sanity, but it also does wonders for keeping you
limber and hopefully healthy. That’s what they say about gardening, so I
have to believe it, even if those first days show us the muscles we
weren’t using all winter.
Next month Northland Rosarium will be open for business, but it isn’t too
late to look over the catalog at the website. And it is even better to take
the time to drive to Northland Rosarium so see all the other plants they
have available for sale beyond roses. They will again hold two pruning
seminars – April 13 and 20. They are open to anyone.
012.
You know, this is YOUR newsletter, so if you would like certain things addressed, please get in touch with me at the email
listed on the back. You can also call me if you wish. I am away from home a lot, but we have an answering machine that
is checked daily, so I can return your call, so don’t be afraid to express your desires or opinions. Spokane is a unique
climate for roses, not a difficult one and one that has certain advantages such as lower humidity making fungus disease
less of a problem than many other areas, no Japanese beetles yet (hopefully never), few bad insects except for the thrips
which I tend to just share my roses with in the summer, and even with our winter weather, we can grow most roses
successfully.
Something to think about: Is your tetanus shot up to date? We work in the soil when we get our roses ready to begin the
new season, and while we may think this is unnecessary, I just heard of an unvaccinated 6-year-old boy who developed
tetanus as a result of an injury on the farm where he lived in Oregon. Yes, it was an uncommon thing, but he had an injury
to his forehead while playing outside and ended up spending two months in the hospital. You can only imagine what that
cost. The laceration had been “cleaned and sutured” at home, but several days later he began having muscle spasms,
jaw clenching and even difficulty breathing after which he was airlifted to a hospital, required a tracheal tube and was
placed on a ventilator. This was certainly a serious matter, and boosters are recommended every ten years. Even a small
cut on your hand can allow the bacteria to enter, and tetanus can be deadly. This young boy was fortunate to have
survived.
I know that Spokane gardens are always ahead of mine, and by now you may have some areas where the soil is ready for
planting roses. If you have one or more roses you want to move to a different location, this is a good time of the year to do
it because the plants have not started growing vigorously yet and the shock to them will be much less. Can you transplant
later in the year? Yes, but you have to be very careful to dig as much of the roots as you can, keeping soil around them if
possible, and then either mound the canes up or cover them with a paper grocery bag that has slits cut in it to protect the
canes from the sun and wind until the roots have had a chance to settle in.
Another thing I have done (the senior years can influence your memory) is I have a map on my computer, and you can do
this on paper if you prefer, but it is easier to make changes on the computer as you move or replace roses. I print out the
map, and then when I add new roses or change locations of roses, I note that. Many people don’t care about the names of
their roses, but if you wish to enter them in the rose show you need the name, and this way I don’t have to call on my
memory to label it properly. With our rose show at a new venue this year and with Ping Lim coming for an afternoon
speaker, we hope to have as many exhibitors as possible to bring beautiful roses to the show. We will help any who have
never brought roses to the show, but we want you there!!
Rose Ramblings
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David C. H. Austin
February 16, 1926 – December 18, 2018
Last month I had nearly completed what I thought was quite a solid article
about David Austin, and then, with too many windows open on my monitor, I
clicked “don’t save” on the WRONG one and wiped out my article. Yes, I know
I might have used some tricks of the trade to find the lost article, but the hour
was late, and then I realized it might be good to save the article for this month,
since we will be hearing from a special speaker ABOUT David Austin’s roses.
But I digress! Here is my second version about this great man:
Many of our Spokane rose gardeners grow at least one, sometimes many of
David Austin’s English roses. They love the fragrance, the old garden charm
and their repeat bloom. This of course didn’t happen overnight. Hybridizing is
serious business with many failures as well as those “Wow” moments sought.
And David’s farming background interested him in old roses while he was a
young man in his 20s. But he also saw deficiencies, if you will, in that many old
garden roses only bloom once, some have disease issues, and some are just
too large for the average garden.
Some of you may even grow ‘Constance Spry, David’s first rose, which he
developed in 1961, but you may not know that before that he lost his first set of
seedlings to fungal disease and had to begin again. He was also bucking the
trend, and the industry felt no one wanted these old fashioned roses, refusing
to even stock them. So, undeterred, David began selling his roses to the public himself, and
he also sold other types of roses as well.
What I found interesting was the idea of calling these roses “English Roses,’ because he
reasoned that the French had gallicas, the Scots had their
own roses, so the English should have their own as well.
After all, roses abound in English history.
At the 1983 Chelsea Flower Show David introduced three
very good English Roses, one many of you grow or wish
you had – ‘Graham Thomas,’ named after a good friend
and mentor. One of my favorites, ‘Gertrude Jekyll’ was
twice voted the UK’s favorite. And of course he has ‘Pat
Austin’ named for his wife who supported him in his
endeavors. I would have to say my all-time favorite is Mary
Rose, partly because a good friend, Bunny Skran, loved to
paint that rose. I have it in my yard and it produces beautiful blooms all summer.
You might think the work of developing the English Roses
would take all his free time, but David was also an author
and poet, writing The Heritage of the Rose published in
1988 and The English Roses in 1993 defining the work on
his creation. He also loved poetry and published a
collection of his own poems in 2014, The Breathing Earth.
David Austin died peacefully at his home in Shropshire,
England, surrounded by his family at the age of 92. And a
man who loves his dog just has to be a good guy, right?
I’m sure Bertie will miss him as well. He died with more
than 240 varieties of roses to his name, and like Ralph
Moore, he was planning the next crosses, and you can be
sure the work will go on.

Rose Ramblings
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Bits and Pieces
I warned you last month I would be calling our members, and I have
been very diligent. Unfortunately, I also enjoy visiting with our
members, so I haven’t gotten very far. Shane Oye has been a
member since 1985. His brother was a member before that. Shane
has a landscaping business and it has grown a lot over the years.
What I didn’t know was that this past November Shane entered Holy
Family Hospital emergency for strep throat, a cold, a very bad
abscess on the back of his neck. which had to be lanced 3 different
time and re-packed over the next month, and a yeast infection in his
kidneys, which was probably the worst of all and easiest to cure. He
also was diagnosed with full blown diabetes, with sugar numbers
were so high the meters were not able to registered a reading. The
doctor said he had nearly a 50% chance of having a massive heart
attack with in the next 3 months without controlling his diabetes.
Fortunately, he is getting this under control in a big way, and we
hope to see him at our meeting.
I had lunch with Kathy Whiteside today, and she also hopes to be at our meeting.
You probably don’t know a good friend of mine unless you go to the fall conference in Vancouver, but Lou Little, formerly
from the Vancouver WA area is a good friend who moved to the Midwest after her husband’s passing. She had this to
say, and I thought it was very interesting.
Thought I'd let you know I am undertaking a new role for our farm. For several years, one of our employees has run a
seasonal (spring) business out of our gift shop offering Spring/Memorial Day artificial floral arrangements, mostly grave
saddles, baskets, vases, cans, etc. She quit after Christmas, and so we decided to offer the florals ourselves. "We"
means "I" in this instance, but I do anticipate a lot of help. It does mean an intense learning curve, as I haven't done
production work like this before, but we'll have to do much the same at Christmas, so might as well tackle it now and
maybe open a new revenue stream for the farm.
I certainly hadn't expected to undertake a new career at this point in my life, but the Gradys typically live well into their 90s
if they avoid heart and cancer problems. So far, I'm doing nicely in that line, so I might as well make myself busy over the
next 20 years!
Here's a PS - with the Japanese beetle problem in our area, I have given up on all but the OGRs already on the
farm. But, since the beetles don't seem to care for hydrangeas, I planted 5 of them last fall, along with hostas, Asiatic
lilies, and over 1200 bulbs of crocus, grape hyacinth, and daffodils! I may not have many roses, but I WILL have flowers
in the spring!
Getting to my phone calls, Fyrne Bemiller has been a very active member in past years, joining in 1995. She enjoyed
entering floral arrangements in our rose shows and doing all she could, including having a garden tour at her home one
year. Fyrne is legally blind, and she has been very grateful for all the assistance she gets from Loren Moll, a former
member. She is an amazing 91 years young, but last year she fell, breaking her femur. They had to place a rod in it, but
Fyrne still has a very positive attitude about life, and we wish her well.
I also talked with Nisha Coulter, one of our new members said she has a daughter in foreign service in Russia, a
diplomat for the State Department. I can’t recall if her trip has taken place yet or not, but she was planning a month-long
visit to spend some time with her two grand children.
Denise Duran who joined in 2009 has worked for 28 years at Trent Elementary School. She recently hurt her knee taking
care of their cattle while her hubby was recovering from knee surgery. I had quite a chuckle when I heard where Denise
works, as I told her my son works right across the street for East Valley School District as well. Small world. She also told
me of a very interesting lavender farm at Deer Park. Yes, I know that is a ways from Spokane, but maybe sometime in the
future we can car pool up there to see it. You can find them on the Internet at Evening Light Lavender.
Okay, that isn’t very far down the alphabet, but you can see my weakness. I love people and enjoy hearing their stories,
so maybe this will be an ongoing feature through the year. Expect my call!!
Rose Ramblings
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2018

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on
the fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00
p.m. at the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in
Spokane, Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program
each month and refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are
always welcome. Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you
can check out. Workshops may be held at pre-announced times
throughout the year on meeting nights.

Andrew Smith, President
618 E 23rd Ave, Apt A, Spokane 99203, phone 216-7717
Vice President, Bob Willrich
111 N Walnut Rd, Spokane Valley WA 99206,
phone 994-4217
Mick Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Stanley Kyllo (1-yr)
Anne Franks (1-yr)

DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a
year. For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is
$15 per year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY
to Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Past President, Kevin Brownlee
Greg Mee, Webmaster
Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968,
carol@northlandrosarium.com
Pat Vacha, phone 534-4901, epvacha@comcast.net
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, dues are $49 per person.
You may pay this through the Spokane Rose Society as well. Benefits of
membership include The American Rose Magazine, The Rose Annual, and
the Handbook for Selecting Roses. You also receive The Northwest
Rosarian, our informative District quarterly.

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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