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Rose Logic
Lynn Schafer
Master Rosarian

Yes, this is rather short notice, but
the first being a Wednesday always
throws me off.
We will be having a Zoom meeting
Wednesday, but I believe it will be
of interest to a number of our
members, maybe all of them.
David Austin roses have become
quite popular to the general public
because of their fragrance as well
as their full form. They are definitely
not shaped like the hybrid tea roses
you get at the florist, and in past
years when we had regular rose
shows here that was what people
sought out. More recently, however,
it has been almost impossible to get
enough local exhibitors to make the
show worth the work putting it
together.

I am so confused this month. I was just sure the meeting would be next
week, …and then I happened to look at my favorite rose calendar, the one
Rich Baer of Portland publishes every year and lo and behold, it is THIS
Wednesday, so I want to get this newsletter out to our members in a timely
fashion.
Yes, fall is in the air. I was shocked one morning to see 28 on the
thermometer, but I guess it was so dry in the garden that they didn’t notice
the temperature, and nothing happened since it was a very brief 28.
However, last week we did register 31, and things look very different in the
garden. The roses took a hit, but they will still recover and give me some
nice blooms before fall turns into winter and we start dreaming of spring.
Right now the most important thing you can do for your roses is provide
plenty of water. We are so blessed to live where we have abundant water, as
many areas of the country do everything they can to conserve the moisture,
as it is sometimes even limited to days of the week you can water. That
doesn’t mean we need to waste it, but roses like up to an (cont. on page 2)
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People, however, love roses, and
whatever their form, there is
something for you.
Join us Wednesday, Sept. 22 for a
tour of a very special garden. Since
it is a Zoom meeting, having the
meeting at 7 instead of 6 will give
you time to get home from work and
get settled with your favorite
beverage and/or food and settle in
to enjoy the evening.
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inch of water a week or more, depending on whether you have applied mulch, the type of soil, etc. Until a killing freeze,
they will continue to store up energy for the coming season, and we don’t want to stress them.
Have you noticed any fungus diseases on your roses, such as blackspot or powdery mildew? The year was so dry I don’t
think they could even find a way in, but with the rain we have had more recently, even if it wasn’t abundant, you may find
powdery mildew showing up on roses that don’t have good aeration. Where I live that certainly isn’t a problem, as it
seems the wind is always blowing, but we have many microclimates in the Spokane area, and your garden may be quite
different. A walk through the roses in the evening is enjoyable after a day’s work, and it is also a time when you can check
for problems.
There is really nothing else your roses need at this time of the year, other than enjoying them as cut flowers or even in the
garden. You can remove spent blooms by snapping them off, or you can do what many others do, and that is just to pull
the spent petals off, saving yourself from cleaning up the bed later. In our climate we
are pretty sure we won’t be seeing blooms in November, and the ones in October may
be limited as well, so rather than trying to get the bush to grow some more blooms,
you are just gently easing into the next season.
The past two seasons I have had an interesting phenomenon, and Kevin Brownlee
has offered to take a cutting and make a sport of it. Because of my circumstances that
went by the wayside this year, but I hope to see the same thing next year since it was
more than once. The rose is ‘Irish Heartbreaker,’ a supposed climbing rose by a good
friend who has passed away, Sean McCann. It has never climbed for me and in fact
grows about 4 feet tall and bushy. But it is a happy little rose, and it reminds me of
days gone by and the friends in the American Rose Society who have passed away.
As you can see from the picture, two blooms are very pink and the others very red.
The interesting thing is the seed and pollen parents are both in the red ranges, so
whatever happened, maybe it happened a generation before that.
You may have found things like this in your garden. They are called sports, having
taken on a life of their own, and sports may become a new and loved rose with a
different name. Of course there is always a possibility it will revert back to the original
rose, but it is interesting anyway.
Do you have a deer problem? I once again judged flowers at the Interstate Fair, and that was a topic of discussion among
my fellow judges. Personally, I have no problem, even though I often have to slow down as I near my home to wait for
three deer to cross. I guess there is enough vegetation around me that they don’t need the roses. I have a couple I could
put out there for them that are VERY thorny, and that might distract them if they decided to munch, but so far they leave
my roses alone. Such is not always the case, and if it isn’t the deer it may be the turkeys. I know Anne Franks has
complained about the turkeys where she lives, and I am sure the mess they leave is not something one desires. Our
Kalispell member, Sharon Askelson, has found Liquid Fence to be the best deterrent for deer, but she is careful to apply it
again after rain. We have to realize that we have moved into THEIR territory, like it or not, so we have to find ways to
share the landscape, I guess.
The photo on the front of this newsletter is the lovely fountain the board of directors chose for me because of the death of
my spouse. It is really lovely, and the LED lights in the center make it show off all night. It was a wonderful gesture, and I
am deeply grateful.

September 26th is the deadline to submit your reviews. If you have
a computer, please do them online at www.rose.org. Click on Roses
in Review on the right of the screen. In doing so you help others.

I found this article in the newsletter of the
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edited by Bill Kozemchak, and if you use soaker hoses, you find they do not last forever, but here is a way to stretch their
life a little.

Repair Damaged Soaker Hose
By Tom Mayhew
Occasionally a soaker (drip) hose will get damaged and will need to be repaired. The damage may
occur when planting new roses in an old rose bed and a partially buried soaker hose is cut by the
shovel while digging the hole. Here is a quick and easy way to repair the soaker hose. Assuming the
soaker hose is a typical 5/8-inch inner diameter hose, purchase a length of clear vinyl tubing that has
a 5/8-inch outer diameter with a 1/2-inch inner diameter. A 10-foot length of such tubing (shown
right) can be purchased at Lowe's, Home Depot or other stores.
If the damaged soaker hose has not been completely cut in half,
then using a pair of heavy-duty scissors, cut the hose cleanly in
half. Next, cut a short length of the tubing, about 2 inches or so
in length, enough to bridge the gap between the two damaged
hose ends when allowing for some insertion depth into the
soaker hose. Using this short length of tubing, force each end
into one of the soaker hose ends to close the gap. Usually, no
clamps are needed, because both the outer diameter of the vinyl
tubing and the inner diameter of the soaker hose are 5/8 inches
in size. The tubing usually will fit snugly into the hose and the
water will flow freely between the two damaged ends with no significant leakage. However,
if the pressure of the water flow forces the soaker hose to separate from the vinyl tubing, then buy
some automotive screw-tight type hose clamps (#8 Stainless Steel Clamp, 1/2 to 7/8 inches) from
Lowe’s or Home Depot, and put one over each end of the hose repair and tighten them with a
screw driver. This will hold things together.

News from National:
Many of you will remember Jolene Adams, former ARS President, who came to Spokane and spoke at the venue of
T.I.E.G. Jolene just doesn’t sit still very often, and she was elected Northwest Regional Director of the ARS in the recent
election. I’m sure she will be a good representative for our region. And Craig Dorschel, with whom I worked in past years,
was elected the Vice President. That means he has this title for three years while Diane Sommers is President, having
moved up from Vice President, and then Craig will have the honors for three years, so technically it is a six-year
commitment for him. Diane will be a wonderful President, too, as I have seen her diligence in the years I was involved.

Save the date for the Pacific Northwest District Fall Conference on October 29 & 30 via Zoom. All are welcome to
attend this fabulous educational conference focusing on roses. Whether you are a newer member or have been a
member for years, the Fall Conference is an opportunity to meet new rose friends and listen to wonderful speakers.
I will be attaching the registration form, and while it is a Zoom conference, it still has great speakers such as we
have had in the past. This year will feature the keynote speaker, Gaye Hammond, who was here for one of our rose
shows several years ago, speaking on “Fabulous and Fragrant Shrub Roses of David Austin,” Dr. Gary Ritchie on
“Species Roses,” John Moe with “Consulting Rosarian Updates,” Harlow Young who will present the PNW District
Photo Contest Winners, and the presentation of the Prizes and Awards. Friday evening there will be an Arrangement
Workshop presented by Gracie Baker and Jim Sadler. The form is a little confusing in cost, but I believe it is $20 for
just Friday evening, $25 for just Saturday and $45 for the entire conference. It has always been $45 in the past, but
that was when we met at the Heathman, not Zoom.
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SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY OFFICERS - 2021
Anne Franks, President
1112 W Lincoln Blvd, Spokane, WA 99224, phone 509-981-5619
Vice President, Kevin Brownlee
2828 W Sharp Ave, Spokane WA 99201, phone 509-328-2720
Sylvia Shauvin, Secretary
1660 S Maple Blvd, Spokane 99203, phone 838-5786
Lynn Schafer, Treasurer and Editor
42108 S Bourne Rd, Latah 99018, phone 286-3655
Board Members: Cecelia Zwick (1-yr)
Warren Franks (1-yr)
Kathy Whiteside (2 yr)
Michele La Belle (2 yr)

MEMBERSHIP in Spokane Rose Society is open to anyone. We meet on the
fourth Wednesday of each month, February through November, 6:00 p.m. at
the meeting room by the conservatory at Manito Park in Spokane,
Washington, (unless otherwise noted) with a special program each month and
refreshments following hosted by members. Guests are always welcome.
Our rose library has rose-related books and videos you can check out.
Workshops may be held at pre-announced times throughout the year on
meeting nights.

Past President, Andrew Smith
Greg Mee, Webmaster

DUES are as follows: If you receive the newsletter by Email it is $10 a year.
For those wishing to receive the newsletter by postal service it is $15 per
year. Mail your check, made payable to SPOKANE ROSE SOCIETY to
Lynn Schafer, 42108 S. Bourne Rd., Latah, WA 99018-9508. THIS
NEWSLETTER, one of the benefits of membership, is published 10 times a
year, to coincide with our monthly meetings.

Consulting Rosarians
Carol Newcomb, phone 448-4968, carol@northlandrosarium.com
Anne Franks, phone 509-981-5619, awfranks06@gmail.com
Lynn Schafer, Master Rosarian, phone 286-3655,
lynnschafer@gmail.com

If you wish to join the American Rose Society, you can test first with a trial
four-month membership for $10, which gives you four issues of Roses and
You, two issues of American Rose magazine, discounts at merchant partners,
and free or reduced garden admissions if you travel a lot. This is an $86 value
for $10.

Spokane Rose Society
www.spokanerosesociety.com
Lynn Schafer, Editor
42108 S. Bourne Rd.
Latah, WA 99018-9508
Email lynnschafer@gmail.com
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